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West of Ireland
Debating Champions &
All-Ireland Finalists
Taylor’s Awarded Green Flag
Congratulations to Bean Mhic Aodha Bhui and all the members
of the Green Schools Committee for the Trojan work they have
put in over the past two years to raise environmental awareness
within the school. The committee have provided excellent
leadership to both students and staff in relation to promoting
a more caring and responsible approach to litter around the
school and the maintenance of the school environment.
This work was recognised by An Taisce who recently awarded
the school the Green Flag.

MINOR CAMOGIE
CONNACHT
CHAMPIONS

Well done to the Taylor’s
minor Camogie team who
were crowned Connacht
champions after beating
Athenry Vocational School 3-6 to 3-4 in the Connacht final. This
was a nail-bitingly close match, score for score, watched by the
school supporters, parents and clubs. Every player gave it their
all until the final whistle. This team is an amalgamation of 1st &
2nd Year camogie players. All the players trained with the junior
and senior teams earlier in the year and this training greatly
assisted them when it came to their own championship.
The team consisted of: Ciara O’ Sullivan, Ciara Grealish, Alison
Heaney, Ailbhe O’Grady-Corcoran, Niamh McPeake, Ava
Keleghan (captain), Aisling Cunningham, Ailise Cunningham,
Blaithin Roche, Roisin Bray, Shona Sullivan, Riona Sullivan,
Rosa O’Connor, Molly McMenamon.

Well done to the Taylor’s debaters
who swept the board at the West
of Ireland Schools’ Debating Final in NUIG this
year. TY student Aoife Burke won the Best Individual Debater
title while 6th Year students Etornam Glavee and Laura Murray
won the Best Team title. Following their success the girls took
part in the All-Ireland Debating Final and debated the motion
that ‘This house rejects the valorisation of the 1916 Rising’ with
Aoife proposing the motion and Laura and Etornam opposing
it. Each of the girls performed admirably in the final and both
the school and their mentors, Ms. Glennon and Mr. Drea, were
incredibly proud of their achievements.

National AIB
Build-A-Bank Finalists

The Transition Year Build-a-Bank
team - the Jungle Bank - took part
in the AIB Build-A-Bank Challenge
this year and progressed to the
National Final for the first time.
The Regional Final took place on 29th February
in the Radisson Blu, Athlone and after the girls
presented their work on stage they were selected
to go through to the National Final which took
place in the RDS, Dublin on 21st April. The girls
each won a €100 One-4-All voucher and a €250
voucher for the school from the Regional Final.
The girls worked so hard and really did themselves and their school
proud throughout the competition.

The team mentors were Ciara Gilmore, Orla Griffin, Chloe
Broderick and Elisha Broderick.

U16 Basketball All-Ireland Finalists
Having won the Galway-Mayo Western U16 final, the
Taylor’s Basketball team progressed to the national
play-off stage where they overcame St.Genevieve’s,
Belfast and Loreto, Kilkenny. The girls next met Scoil
Ruain, Killenaule in the All-Ireland U16 B semi-final
which took place in the National Basketball Arena,
Tallaght. Despite it being just a 1 point game going
into the fourth quarter, the girls pushed on and thanks
to some amazing 3 pointers from Melissa Wiazowska
and Roisin Sweeney they won by 6 points.

In the All-Ireland final the team faced Colaiste Cholmcille,
Ballyshannon. Having lost to Ballyshannon by just 1 point
in the play-offs last year the girls knew they had their work
cut out. At half time they were down by 5 points but clawed
their way back and with less than two minutes to go were
up by one basket. However, credit to Ballyshannon, they
managed to get the equaliser and with less than 20 seconds
on the clock executed two free throws under immense
pressure. The final whistle blew and the game finished on
a score line of 31-29. Despite not getting the win, we are
incredibly proud of the girls for this fantastic achievement.

U15 Hockey
Connacht
Champions

The Taylor’s U15
Hockey Team are
the 2016 Connacht
Champions! The girls
won the Connacht final
beating Coláiste Iognáid
(The Jes) 2-1 after
extra time. This was a fitting reward for the team who were
unbeaten all season. Well done to all the girls on the team and
their coach Ms. Fallon.
The girls are as follows:

Entrepreneurship Talk from Mr. Waffle!

During the year Kevin Nugent, local entrepreneur and owner
of Mr.Waffle, visited the school and spoke with our 6th Year
and 2nd Year Business
students. He gave a
wonderful presentation
and spoke about what it’s
like being an entrepreneur
and all the hard work and
benefits involved. The
students really enjoyed his
presentation and hopefully
it will inspire some of
our students to become
entrepreneurs in the future!

Back (L-R) Emily O’Connor, Alison Hennessy, Orla O’Reagan,
Kadiatou Ba, Mary Murray, Stephanie Gbinigie, Julieanne
Langan, Lauren Previte, Katie Devane, Anna Martin.
Front (L-R) Emma Heffernan, Isabelle Gibbs, Lilly Hengerer,
Megan Hengerer (C), Kelly Shacklady, Róisín Bray, Elisa Sanchis.

TY Enterprise Final

Congratulations and well done
to the Transition Year students of
2016 who all participated in the
Enterprise/ Mini-Company Finals.
The company who won the
overall prize was The Cookie
and Brownie Company.
In addition to achieving the
overall prize they also came
first in The Best Business Plan
category.
The runners up were No Dough
Pizza Limited.
The Most Promising Entrepreneur
category was won by The Cookie
and Brownie Company.
The Best Stall category was won
by The Sweet to Eat Company.
Best Communication Skills
category was won by The
Taylor’s Freezeria Company.
Best Promotion was won
by Roisin Hanley.
The Best Product category was
won by Home Grown Jewellery.
All the students involved
displayed excellent business
and communication skills and
they all thoroughly enjoyed the
day. Well done to all involved.

Music Workshops

During the year all the Music students attended The Irish Music
Project Workshop presented by Martin Tourish and Ciara
Tourish - both members of Altan. This workshop combined
performance with a presentation covering the evolution and
development of Irish traditional music from the 18th century
onwards. It was a truly memorable occasion.
The Leaving Cert Music class also attended a workshop titled A
Leaving Cert Guide to Piano Concerto No.23 in A Major K 488
by Mozart in St. Mary’s Cathedral, Limerick.

Fundraising
for Chernobyl Children

The 5th Year LCVP students held a Milk & Cookie Day in aid of
the Chernobyl Children’s Trust and succeeded in raising €200 for the
trust. Every summer, the Chernobyl Children’s Trust flies children
from disadvantaged areas of Belarus to Ireland for much needed
holidays. These are ordinary children, usually with no specific
medical needs other than good wholesome food and lots of fresh air!
The children stay with host families in organised groups in various
parts of Ireland. To take a child out of a contaminated area even for
a few weeks can boost their immune system and generally instil a
sense of positivity which can be lacking in many of their lives. This
was the reason the LCVP class opted to raise funds for this charity.
The students involved included the following:
Back Row: Rachel Ryan, Arwa Shikhrakab, Paola O’Brien,
June Magarangoma, Rachel O’Connor, Amy Finlay, Hayat
Yahya and Megan Hopkins.
Middle Row: Allison Coyle, Isabel Downes, Amy Murphy, Melissa
Brogan, Gemma Hession, Caroline Glynn, Michaela Leonard.
Front Row: Niamh Beatty, Nicole Forde, Ms Callanan (Teacher),
Ms Roisin Power (Chernobyl Children’s Trust), Lauryn
Maloney, Laura Meehan.

Clare Sings in
Carnegie Hall

Congratulations to TY
student Clare Quinn who
performed in Carnegie Hall,
New York, over the Easter
holidays. This opportunity
arose as a result of Clare being awarded a First Place and Judge’s
Distinction at the American Protégé International Music Talent
Competition which recognises the very best young talent from
around the world. Clare performed Parla Piu Piano (The Love
Theme from the Godfather ) and received a standing ovation
from the audience.

Coicís na Gaeilge

Coicís na Gaeilge was celebrated in the school this year from
1st – 16th March. The spirit of Coicís na Gaeilge came alive
very much during this fortnight. Each day, a teacher or student
shared a reflection for that particular day over the intercom
and called out a different seanfhocal. The first student into
each class every day to announce the seanfhocal received a
small prize. On Friday, 4th March, Ms. McLoughlin, helped by
the 4/1 class, organised a table quiz for all 2nd Year students.
This quiz was a great success and was enjoyed by everybody
involved. The 1st and 2nd Year students designed fantastic
posters which were displayed around the school and helped
create a bilingual environment. Also during Coicís na Gaeilge,
6th Year students took part in Plé agus Tae which was held
at lunchtime on the Wednesday of both weeks. This was also
a great success and gave the girls a fantastic opportunity to
practice their Gaeilge before their oral exams. A very enjoyable
fortnight was had by all involved, with both students and
teachers doing their best to speak whatever Irish they had as
often as they could. The week was nicely ended with a Lá Glas
and a céilí in Rosary Hall where all students had a chance to
get involved and show off their few steps! Nár laga Dia sibh ar
fad! ‘Beatha Teanga í a Labhairt’
Thosaigh ceiliúradh Choicís na Gaeilge sa scoil i mbliana ar
an 1ú Márta agus lean sé ar aghaidh go dtí an 16ú Márta.
Tháinig spiorad Choicís na Gaeilge chun beocht le linn na
coicíse seo. Léigh dalta nó múinteoir amach seanfhocal gach
lá ar an ngléas idirchumarsáide sa scoil. Bhí deis ag an gcéad
dalta isteach i ngach rang Gaeilge, leis an seanfhocal acu,
duais bheag a bhuachan. Ar an Aoine 4ú Márta, d’eagraigh
Iníon Ní Lochlainn tráth na gceist i Halla an Phaidrín don
dara bliain. Bhain gach duine ar ghlac páirt ann fíorspraoi as
an tráthnóna seo. Dhear daltaí ón gcéad agus an dara bliain
póstaeir atá crochta mórthimpeall na scoile. Cabhraíonn sé
seo go mór le hatmaisféar dátheangach a chruthú sa scoil.
Chomh maith leis seo ghlac daltaí na séú bliana páirt i seisiún
Plé agus Tae ar an gCéadaoin don dá sheachtain. D’éirigh go
maith leis an ócáid seo agus thug sé deis iontach do na cailíní
cleachtadh a dhéanamh ar an gcuid Gaeilge labhartha roimh
an mBéaltriail. Rinne daltaí agus múinteoirí sár-iarracht
an méid Gaeilge a bhí acu a labhairt le linn na seachtaine
agus labhair siad í chomh minic agus a bhí siad in ann. Ba
é buaicphointe na seachtaine ná ‘An Lá Glas’ agus an céilí
a eagraíodh i Halla an Phaidrín, áit a ndearna na daltaí
tréaniarracht cleachtadh a dhéanamh ar a gcuid steipeanna.
Nár laga Dia sibh ar fad! ‘Beatha Teanga í a Labhairt’.

Rome Trip

On Monday
April 11th,
25 of our TYs
were lucky
enough to head
off to Rome
for an exciting
three-day trip.
We arrived at
Rome airport
first thing in the
morning and
there was little
time to spare. We headed straight into the city and started
off the trip with a walking tour of Rome’s most interesting
sites such as the Colosseum, the Spanish Steps and the Trevi
Fountain. Later on in the day we visited a 5D cinema where
we saw Time Elevator. This was a multisensory experience that
combined video, moving platforms and surround sound. We
“travelled through time”, from Romulus and Remus to Julius
Caesar to the Renaissance.

5th Year Musical: Annie

Well done to all the 5th Year students involved in this year’s
musical production - Annie. The show was a great success and
the girls gained fantastic experience from taking part in it. The
quality of the show was recognised by
GUMS (Galway University
Musical Society) who
presented Nicola Anderson
with the award for Best
Supporting Actress for her
role as Rooster Hannigan.
A discretionary award was
also present to Miley the
Dog for his role in the show!

Student Council Update

Student Council member, Nora Christians, reports that “it
has been a busy year for the Student Council. We attended
a training day in October where we got to know each other
and learned about our roles on the Council. We participated
in the AGM of Comhairle na nÓg, attending workshops and
discussing issues affecting young people in Galway City. At
Christmas we organised our Christmas Jumper Day for charity,
as well as hampers for Galway Simon. We met with Mr. Kinsella
whenever there were issues affecting the student body and gave
our opinion. We were also asked for our views regarding school
policies and met with the Board of Management to give them an
update on our activities. The 6th Year Council members were
involved in the production of the yearbook.
Being part of the Student Council has been a great experience
for all of us and we would like to thank Ms. Reynolds for her
support and guidance throughout the year.”

Of course we had to have a beach day, so on Tuesday we
travelled to Vela Sporting Club. There was surfing, sailing and of
course sunbathing. Despite a little sunburn, the day was a great
success.
On our last day in Rome we did some final sightseeing; we went
to the Vatican; the Sistine Chapel and Castle Sant’ Angelo. We
rounded off the day with some shopping!
By Thursday morning we had had our fair
share of pasta
and gelato icecream and it
was time for us
to head home.
Though we
were all sad to
leave, we knew
it would be a
week we would
never forget.
Aoife Burke

International Soccer Players

School Library Update

Over the past two years, the school library has undergone
a complete transformation, both in terms of content and
appearance, to make it the lively and welcoming space it is today.
Back in 2015, Aurna O’Grady-Corcoran worked tirelessly to
update the library computer system. Etornam Glavee compiled
a list of some of the most diverse and critically acclaimed young
adult books around, ranging from modern favourites to enduring
classics, which at the beginning of this year made their way to
the front of the newly rejuvenated school library, where they are
proudly displayed today. This line-up of books continues to be
in step with what students throughout the school deem to be
some of the most enjoyable and relevant stories for teenagers
today, such as hard hitting science fiction series like The Chaos
Walking Trilogy and The Hunger Games, thought-provoking,
autobiographical novels like the critically acclaimed I Am Malala,
as well as classic anthologies like The Adventures of Sherlock
Holmes which continue to inspire a new generation of readers.
The Library Committee meets fortnightly with Ms. Reynolds to
discuss further ways to make the library a more attractive space for
the whole student body. We have recently taken a trip to Charlie
Byrne’s Bookshop in Galway to place an order for, what we believe
to be, some of the most influential and ground-breaking young
adult books of 2016 to add to the school collection, following the
recommendations of students from many different year groups.
We look forward to continuing our work next year.
Honor Faughnan

Hockey Update

Our senior hockey team
played in the Costello/
Thornton League, Palmer
and Heskin Cup as well
as the Indoor Concannon
Cup. We had a very young
team this year and they put in some solid performances in
particular reaching the final of the Concannon Cup in NUIG.
Our U16 team reached the semi-final of the Griffin Cup after
some good wins throughout the season. Our U15 A team were
winners of the Lupton Cup beating The Jes in the final. Our
U15B team played two tournaments in Athlone and Sligo and
performed brilliantly in both. We had 20 1st Year students who
played hockey this year and despite not reaching the final their
performance against the Bower in the Connacht semi-final was
superb. We hope to build on this success next season. Many
of the girls will go to Andalucia in April 2017 where they will
participate in a ‘Train and Play’ programme from top coaches
and teams there.
On Saturday 21st May our current students played the pastpupils of Taylor’s. As always it was a very competitive, fun
and friendly affair. The past
pupils were the eventual winners
with a 2-1 score line. Social
hockey is currently taking place
every Wednesday evening from
7-8pm for all past and current
students as well as their families.

Congratulations to the Dominican College soccer
players who represented Ireland on the under-15
team at the Bob Docherty Cup 2016. The girls,
Aoife Lynagh (Captain), Lucia Lobato and
Meghen Hengerer played in each of the three
matches. The Irish team beat Wales 5-0 before
meeting Northern Ireland whom they beat 3-1. The
team reached the final but lost 1-0 to England.
Lucia was awarded Player of the Match in the
game against Northern Ireland while Meghen was
Player of the Match in the game against England.
Following that tournament Aoife was selected to
join the Ireland under-16 team.

Aoife Wins National
Swimming Title

Congratulations to 5th Year student Aoife
Shorten who won her first Irish National
Senior Swimming title in the 400m
Individual Medley at the Irish National
Long Course Championship held in the
National Aquatic Centre over the May bank
holiday weekend. Just outside her personal best time, Aoife posted
a time of 5.03.34 which won her the title and was an excellent
reward after she had picked up silver at the Dave McCullagh
Memorial in March and at the Irish short course in December.

Active Week

Our Active Week took place
from 25th - 29th April.
We had a wide variety of
activities and events available
to the students across the
school. 1st Years took part
in healthy cooking sessions with Ms.
Byrnes and Mrs. Gallagher and also got some coaching in Touch
Rugby from our Transition Year students before playing a short
blitz. 2nd Year students took part in the Row2Rio event with Lisa
Dilleen former Irish rower and past pupil of Taylor’s. TY students
attended HealthFest in Dublin run by The National Dairy Council,
completed a rugby coaching course with Connacht Rugby and
attended a tennis coaching session in the Galway Lawn Tennis
Club. 5th Year students had the chance to try orienteering and aqua
aerobics. On Wednesday the whole student body and teachers took
part in ‘The Jungle Chase’ our annual 5km run, this year organised
by the TY AIB Build-A-Bank team in aid of the ISPCA. The week
finished with the 6th Years playing the teachers in a dodgeball
match which was very entertaining – and won by the teachers!!

New School Art Work

Some of our 5th Year students,
in collaboration with artist
Andrea Rossi, designed an
imaginative mural of a tree with an
owl as a backdrop to display the year
group photographs of our past pupils.
The tree symbolises the life of the school community with the
owl at the centre representing wisdom, learning and knowledge.
The students involved included Tess Lally, Lillien Dizon,
Teodora Iokab, Sara King,
Aisling Veenstra and Layla El Naser.
Well done also to the 5th Year
students who decorated a number of
wooden chairs in the style of classic
pieces of art.

