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Dominican College Taylor’s Hill
ranked top school in the country
This year a group of BT Young Scientists from Millstreet
Community School, Cork, undertook a project to rank
post-primary schools in Ireland. This arose from the fact
that the league tables that appear in national media every
year are based on incomplete, misleading and often out
of date data. This year, the former Education editor of
Independent Newspapers, John Walsh, warned readers that
the information in them is not a representation of school
success, but just a measure of where students from that school
attended college. The data does not form an adequate means
of ranking schools as:
a) They do not record students who went to university outside
the island of Ireland (last year a number of Dominican College
students went to universities in the USA, the UK and Poland).
b) Students who left school in previous years or have switched
courses may also be included in the figures for this year.
c) S ome students, depending on how they completed college
applications, may be counted twice on the system.
d) This data is only about students’ progression to third level, it
does not take into account other important information about
student progress and achievement.
The students carrying out this project looked internationally
for more accurate and holistic means of ranking schools. They
compiled a set of criteria for evaluating schools in Ireland.
These included:

SciFest Winners

Congratulations to 2nd Year students Aaliyah Clohessy and
Ava McGahon who won the Intel Award in this year’s SciFest
competition for the best project in the physical sciences and
technology categories. The girls won the award for their
‘Rewire’ project in which they developed an app to facilitate
students in studying more effectively. Aaliyah and Ava also
represented Taylors at the BT Young Scientist Competition in
the RDS earlier in the year.

a) The percentage of students progressing to third level.
b) T
 he socio-economic status of the town/city in which the
school is located.
c) Each school’s provision of additional opportunities for student
development and education such as sporting, artistic, cultural,
scientific and other extra-curricular activities.
d) Each school’s participation and success in national competitions.
The project team applied these criteria, with relevant
weightings, to a sample of 100 Irish post-primary schools
and Dominican College was ranked first. This was in
recognition of the academic success and achievements
of its students, the school’s provision of a wide ranging
educational experience and the success of its students in
national competitions.
Dominican College is delighted to be recognised in this fashion
and it is important for the overall education of children that
a more holistic and accurate means of measuring student
achievement be utilised so that we can be sure that all our
students receive the high quality education they deserve that will
prepare them for university, work and life. We believe that in
Taylors, we have an excellent balance of academic achievement
(again in 2017 we had one of our students, Nora Christians,
achieve the maximum 625 points at Leaving Cert) and a broad
holistic education which allows our girls to achieve their
potential across a whole range of areas.

House System –
The Maiden Year!

The introduction of the
House System has been a
resounding success. Its goal
of developing a fantastic
school spirit, enhanced
collegiality, participation
and enjoyment of the cocurricular life of the school
and to develop leadership
skills has without doubt been achieved.
As with all things we will continue
to strive for an even greater sense of
belonging and will encourage students to
become involved in House activities both
as participants and as leaders.
The success of this initiative has been
down the dedication and tireless work of
the House Leaders, Ms. P. Carroll, Mrs. J
Conneely, Ms. D. King, Mrs. M. Knight,
Ms. P. McGrath and Mrs. N. O’Regan along with their teacher
assistants, prefects and house committees. The whole school
community embraced the challenge of introducing the House
system and supported the different House activities which took
place during the year such as the launch day & fun run; the
3-legged basketball competition (won by Taheny House); the
Quidditch championship (won by
Lynch House); the sports day (won by
Heuston House); and the fund-raising
efforts which resulted in €517 being
donated to Cancer Care West and
Cope Galway.
One of the biggest achievements
of the House system this year was
the awarding of House tokens to
individual students throughout the year in
recognition of their big and small achievements; acts of kindness;
and good work done by the girls. In total over 9000 tokens were
awarded to the students recognising over 9000 praiseworthy
acts carried out over the year.
The overall winners of the Kennedy House Trophy for 201718 was Heuston House which had a score 1662 House points.
The trophy was presented by Sr. Alberta who knew each of the
Dominican Sisters that the houses are named after and regaled
the students with stories about them.
The final 2017-18
House point tallies
were as follows:
Baird - 1495;
Butler - 1594;
Heuston - 1662;
Lynch - 1405
Nolan - 1372;
Taheny - 1502.

Anti-Bullying Week

Once again our Anti-Bullying and Friendship Week in October
was a great success. Highlights of the week included a
presentation on Cyber Bullying and Internet Safety by Jeremy
Pagden. This proved so interesting that we decided to have him
back again to speak to other classes later in the year. Garda
McNulty also gave a talk on Cyber Bullying and its implications.
Well done to the 1st Year students who worked hard producing
posters on the theme of Bullying.

Project on Homelessness

Our class, 3/1, chose the topic of homelessness for our CSPE
project. We chose this topic as homelessness is an ongoing
problem that affects over 8,000 people in Ireland alone. It
is a problem that goes almost undetected on our streets. The
reason we chose this topic was because we wanted to find out
more about this issue and raise awareness of homelessness
among students. We divided the class into six groups with each
group researching a different aspect of homelessness and
creating an informative poster. These posters looked at
areas such as the facts and statistics around homelessness;
why a home is important; and case studies of real people
who have become homeless. We also invited a guest
speaker from Galway Simon Community to speak to us
about homelessness. He spoke to us about the extent of
the problem in Galway, the reasons why people become
homeless and what is being done to help prevent it.
Written by Taylor Walsh, Josephine Brownly-Otiede,
Amna Bushra and Nancy Greaney (on behalf of 3/1).

High School
Musical

Our 5th Year musical
this year was another
great success. The
students, ably assisted
by Ms. Kerrigan and
Ms. Hosty, put on an
all-singing and all-dancing production of High School Musical.
For four nights, Rosary Hall was transformed into an American
high school while our students sang and danced their way
through the ups and downs of high school life.
Special congratulations
should be paid to two of our
5th Year actresses who were
presented with awards for their
performances in the show by
the Galway University Musical
Society. Emma Greaney, who
played Sharpay, won the award
for Best Villain, and Emer
McGinty, who played Ms. Darbus, won the Best Supporting
Female award.

Pilot School for Senior Cycle
PE Framework

Dominican College has been selected to be one of the first
schools to implement the new Senior Cycle PE Framework
programme. This programme aims to encourage learners’
confident, enjoyable and informed participation in physical
activity while in senior cycle and in their future lives. The
Framework is structured around six primary areas: healthrelated physical activity; sport education; contemporary issues
in physical activity; adventure education; personal and social
responsibility; and teaching games for understanding. Ms.
Garrett is very much looking forward to the introduction of this
new initiative with our senior students.

TY Trip to Krakow

1st May saw 49 Transition Year students accompanied by 5
teachers depart on the annual TY Tour.
This year’s destination
was the beautiful city
of Krakow in Poland.
During the course of
the four day trip the
girls travelled several
hundred metres
underground in the
Wieliczka Saltmines,
followed by a
funicular train trip
up the Gubalowka
Mountain to the
beautiful ski resort
of Zakopane where basking in glorious
sunshine they took in the spectacular views of the snow-capped
Tatra Mountains which separate Poland from Slovakia.
The group explored Krakow visiting the Main Square; Kazlierz
district; Wavel Castle; and the Cathedral before finishing up with
a guided tour of Oskar Schlinder’s factory.
The highlight of the trip was without doubt the visit to
Auschwitz and Birkenau concentration camps. Here the girls
walked in the footsteps of the hundreds of thousands of Jews
who were incarcerated there before being executed.
The final day of the trip saw the group visit a water park and
the much anticipated trip to a local shopping centre - Inglot
makeup was the girls’ most popular purchase!
The trip organiser, Ms. Knight, was effusive in her praise of the
girls. She said that the teachers were privileged to go on this trip
with such an amazing group of students and that the girls were a
pleasure to be with from start to finish.

Boxing

Congratulations to sisters Aaliyah
and Nicole Butler who both won
their respective Connacht and
Irish titles in boxing this year. The
national finals took place in the
National Stadium in May with
Nicole and Aaliyah winning the
Girl 5 57kg and Girl 4 51kg finals
on the same day. Nicole defeated
Tigernagh Maguire (Antrim) on
a 3/2 split in the semi-finals and
Lauren Dempsey (Leinster) on a
4/1 in the finals while Aaliyah defeated Paulina
Farynik (Leinster) on a RSC 1 in the semi-finals and Mya Price
(Munster) on a 5/0 in the final. The girls will weigh in on 3rd
August for the National Cadets in a bid to box for Ireland in the
European Championships in Russia in September.

Swimming Success

Congratulations to our school swimming team who competed
in the National Schools’ Swimming Gala on Sunday 15th April
at the National Aquatic Center. This competition was organised
by Swim Ireland.
The girls performed really well and won silver medals in both
relays, losing by only 0.06 of a second in the medley relay. Their
time in this race was the second fastest in Ireland and the UK in their
age category this year. Many thanks to the parents who managed
this team, particularly Maura Liptrot and Brian O’Donnell.

Taylors
Awarded its
2nd Green Flag

Congratulations and well
done to the Green Schools
Committee on all their
hard work this year in
making the school a more environmentally friendly place. Many
activities have been organised to get everyone involved, including:
• Competitions such as the Up-styling Competition, Young
Reporters For The Environment and the Recycled Christmas
Decorations Competition, in which our students did very well.
• The Bin It Roadshow Company visited our school to educate all 1st
Year students on the importance of litter and waste management,
with a special emphasis on the correct disposal of chewing gum.
• Money was been raised for charitable causes from our annual
Lá Glas (Galway Hospice and Brother Kevin Crowley,
Capuchin Day Centre, Dublin).
• A speaker was invited in to educate Transition Year Students
and members of the Green Schools Committee on the
importance of energy saving.
Overall, this past school year has been very successful for our
school community, as we have maintained our first Green Flag
for recycling and waste management, and earned a second
Green Flag for energy saving. This flag was presented to us by
Cllr. Pearse Flannery, Mayor of Galway, on Wednesday, May
23rd. Mayor Flannery spoke to us about the importance of our
environment and our role in preserving and protecting it for
ourselves and for future generations to come. His talk was most
inspirational and this was a very special occasion for our school.

Máire Wins IMTA Maths
Competition
Schools’ Excellence Project

This year Dominican College was successful in being selected
to be part of the Schools’ Excellence project organised by the
Department of Education & Skills. The school put forward
a joint application with The Bish, Salerno and NUIG to look
into how digital technologies can be used to support Classroom
Based Assessments which are now a fundamental part of each
new Junior Cycle subject. This project will run over the next
three school years.

Congratulations to 1st Year student
Máire Geraghty, who won the regional
final of the IMTA Junior Maths
Competition. This competition pitted the
best 1st Year Maths students from a wide
range of schools in the West of Ireland.
This is the second year in a row that a
Taylor’s student has won this competition, with Máire following
in the footsteps of last year’s winner Lisa Keegan.

Re-cupan Campaign

The Green Schools committee launched the
Re-cupan campaign in our school early in the
school year. This campaign aims to reduce the
amount of waste currently being generated
by disposable cups. Students and teachers are
encouraged to bring their own
reusable cup to school (as well
as to town and out and about!)
for use when buying take away
drinks. Our school canteen and
many coffee shops around
Galway are offering discounts
to customers who
bring their own cups.

Summer Reading List

•T
 he Surface Breaks ~
Louise O’Neill

• A Monster Calls ~
Patrick Ness
• Holes ~ Louis Sachar

•T
 he Lie Tree ~ Frances Hardinge • Inkheart ~ Cornelia Funke
•A
 nimal Farm ~ George Orwell
•T
 he List of Real Things ~
Sarah Moore Fitzgerald
•W
 onder ~ R.J. Palacio
• J ane Eyre ~ Charlotte Bronte
•O
 ne ~ Sarah Crossan
•T
 he Bell Jar ~ Sylvia Plath

It was a day like no other.
The sun shone brightly on
the inaugural Inter-House
Sports Day on 16th May
2018. Every girl had the
opportunity to help her House reach gold (and gain House Points
to add to the tally to win the Kennedy House Trophy).
The competition allowed students and staff
alike to jump, skip, run and shout their
House to glory. Delighted students raced into
the board-room with cards indicating the
places won in individual and group activities.
The question most often asked was “How
is our House doing”? and the sense of
community and the value of working
together rose to a crescendo before lunch.
A trip to the ice-cream shop broke the tension – and enabled all
to relax and prepare for the final day’s activities.

Ms. Kerrigan, in conjunction
with Charlie Byrne’s Bookshop,
has compiled a list of 16 Books
to Read Before You’re 16.
•W
 e Should All Be Feminists
~ Chimanda Ngozi Adichie

Sports Day 2018

• The Hate U Give ~
Angie Thomas
• Maggot Moon ~
Sally Gardner
• The Breadwinner 		
~ Deborah Ellis
• The Thing About Jellyfish
~ Ali Benjamin

Honor’s Literary
Success

5th Year student Honor Faughnan
has had a busy and successful year.
In November she won first place
at the Galway Junior Film Fleadh’s
script pitching competition for
her film pitch “The Whale’s Way”
while in December she competed in
the national final of the all-Ireland
Poetry Aloud competition organised
by Poetry Ireland and held in the
National Library, Ireland. Honor
also collected an award for her poem “The Pencil” which was
about the plight of a young Syrian refugee.

Scarlet Wins Press Pass Writing Award

Congratulations to TY student Scarlett
Rodrigues who won 1st place in the
feature writing category of the National
Newspapers of Ireland Press Pass
Awards. Scarlett’s winning article, “HIV
Interrupted”, about a man who has lived
with HIV for 25 years, will appear in the
2018/19 Press Pass Guidebook which is
distributed to Transition Year English
students around the country each year.

A flashmob took place
on the pitch (of the
dance all had learned
during the course of the
day’s activities) as the
penultimate event of
the day.
Just when we thought the day couldn’t get any better, a soccer
match between staff and 6th Year students provided further fun
and laughter with the 6th Years emerging as worthy winners
beating the staff 1-0.
The day provided a boost for students and staff alike. It was a
huge undertaking and the efforts of our T.Y. students and staff
in organising the event is much appreciated. The enthusiasm and
sportsmanship shown by all was a credit to our school community.
The day proved to be a very definite highlight of the school
calendar. We look forward to all the happy sports days to come
when we will make more memories to cherish.

Laura Wins Hot Press Award for Writing
Congratulations to 5th Year student Laura Quinn, who recently
won the Connacht Secondary School Prize at the Write Here,
Write Now competition organised by Hot Press magazine for
her piece entitled “Living Through the Lens”. This year’s panel
of judges included some of the most eminent writers living in
Ireland, including Booker Prize winner DBC Pierre, awardwinning poet Rita Anne Higgins, crime writer extraordinaire
Tana French, and recent winner of the Goldsmith’s Prize Mike
McCormack, as well
as Hot Press’ own senior
editorial figures, Niall
Stokes, Stuart Clark and
Mairin Sheehy.
Run in conjunction with
the Creative Ireland
Programme, and supported
by PayPal and Canon, Write Here, Write Now 2018 has as its
theme Social Media: A Writer’s Tale. Entrants were invited to
explore the many ways in which social media can make us laugh,
cry, shudder, or throw our hands in the air – whether that be via
a tweet going viral, an Instagram post which reduces us to tears,
a previously unheard voice getting the chance to speak up, or a
WhatsApp message gone wrong.
Laura was presented with her award by President Higgins at a
ceremony in Dublin.

