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Butler House Wins the 2019 Kennedy
Trophy

Well done to everyone in Butler House who contributed to
its success in winning the 2019 Kennedy House Trophy. The
members of Butler House accrued a total of 1,736 merit tokens
during the year in recognition of their positive work, activities,
successes and overall contribution to the school. The Mayor of
Galway City, Cllr Niall McNelis presented the house leaders and
prefects with the trophy.
This year 9,197 merit tokens were awarded to students in the
school across all 6 houses which is something that everyone
should be very proud of!
The final merit token tally for 2019 was:
Baird: 1,502
Butler: 1,736
Heuston: 1,507
Lynch 1,617
Nolan: 1,316
Taheny: 1,519

Thank You for The Music!

Our 5th Year musical this year was another great success.
The students, ably assisted by Ms. Kerrigan and Ms. Hosty,
put on an all-singing and all-dancing production of Thank You
for the Music featuring the music of Abba. For four nights in
January, Rosary Hall was transformed into an exotic Greek
island while our students sang and danced their way through
Abba’s timeless hits.

Lucy Wins ESERO Discover Space Award
at SciFest
Congratulations to 2nd Year student, Lucy Garrett, who won
the European Space Education Research Office Discover Space
Award at the SciFest competition for her project on proving
Kepler’s Third Law of Planetary Motion. This award was
presented to the project which best used space as a theme in
science, technology or maths. Lucy hopes to continue working
on her project with a view to entering it into the BT Young
Scientist competition next year.
Well done to 1st Year students
Margaret Nnadi, Alison Breen,
Sarah Stephens and Keeva
Sidhu who also competed in
SciFest.

3rd Year
Taylor’s Team
wins Boston
Scientific/GMIT
Science Quiz

Well done to our 3rd Year
students who took part in the Boston
Scientific/GMIT Junior Science Quiz on Thursday May
22nd. After a tense tiebreak situation, the Taylor’s team
consisting of Nazihah Hassan, Lisa Keegan and Anoushka
Vinod won the quiz, collecting two trophies for the school.

Marian Hegarty R.I.P.
“Will you drop this down to
Marian, please?”
“Would you mind asking
Marian for…?”
“Will you ask Marian to
check…?”
“Marian might know…”
“Marian, would you
mind…?”
The entire school community
was numbed with shock and
disbelief when news broke of
the sudden passing of our beloved secretary, Marian Hegarty
on Friday 8th March. Profound sadness and a palpable sense
of loss set in that afternoon, with staff and students alike
grappling with the devastating news.
The Secretary’s Office is the central hub of most schools
around which all school days unfold. It is also the go-to place
for answers to a myriad of day-to-day queries that are part
of school life. Marian was School Secretary at Taylor’s for
eighteen years and in that time, she rolled with the changes
that you’d come to expect in any institution as the years
pass. Marian moved into the Main Office when the new
building officially opened in 2007 and ran it with precision
(more of that later!). A proud former student of Dominican
College herself, Marian maintained regular contact with the
Dominican Sisters of Taylor’s Hill and visited them in their
convent, ensuring that they were always kept abreast of the
goings on at their beloved former home and workplace.
Of a quiet and unassuming disposition, Marian was, however,
a most engaging conversationalist when in company. Her most
popular topics of conversation were dogs – her own dogs
Mimi and Missy, staff members’ dogs, students’ dogs, friends’
dogs – Marian got immense joy from her dogs, and a fail-safe
Christmas present was always a Yorkshire Terrier calendar
which she hung gratefully behind her desk in the office.
House-proud both in her workplace and in her own home,
Marian also loved to discuss interiors and homewares with
members of staff and always engaged with genuine interest in
these conversations. When prompted, Marian would reveal the
latest Daniel O’ Donnell news too!
There was more to Marian than dogs and Daniel, however.
Many students saw the Office as a place to take a breather
from a hectic day at lunchtime. It wasn’t uncommon to see
Marian engaged in a jovial chat with a student at lunchtime – both parties content to converse comfortably for a few
minutes – Marian stopping mid-task to take a genuine interest
in what her visitor of the day had to say. She appreciated these
impromptu drop-ins.
Marian’s attention to detail manifested in everything she did,
and the foyer of the school always exhibited seasonal blooms

regularly gifted to Marian from Dr. Lyons’ garden or brought
in by Marian herself from her own garden. Hydrangeas
were a particular favourite of hers. In early June of each
year, the statue of Our Lady in the foyer was given special
attention, with dozens of ‘Good Luck’ cards displayed at her
feet alongside fresh flowers and lit tea lights – all Marian’s
own way of looking after the exam students and creating
a pleasant distraction for them as they entered their exam
centres. Marian’s displaying of the Christmas tree in the Staff
Room was our Taylor’s take on Larry Gogan’s playing of the
first Christmas tune of the year on radio – an announcement
to all that Christmas was finally here! Elf decorations adorned
her desk for those few weeks before the holidays when test
fever was taking over.
Taylor’s girls meant a lot to Marian – probably more than
they realise. She was spotted on a daily basis climbing the
stairs armed with another forgotten lunch that had been
dropped into the office. Indeed, we think that Marian
would agree that her Lunch Delivery Service was a labour
of love. Those deliveries brought her on lengthy detours
around the school, but nonetheless, she took those detours,
because she cared immensely about the students here. She
was proud of them, and felt a duty of care towards them.
In acknowledgement of the extra things that Marian did simply because she cared and wanted to - a school trip was
never complete without the purchase of a novelty pencil to
bring back and add to her stash. The stationery-enthusiasts
amongst us envied her unique collection, and we will all hold
that vision of Marian appearing at a classroom door with
a document in hand, tapping her novelty pencil against her
mouth as she completes another mission.
Marian’s sense of style didn’t go unnoticed amongst the
students and staff at school. She had an impressive collection
of elegant umbrellas, shoes and raincoats in particular, which
served her well on her walk to and from school every day.
She also had an admirable collection of unique necklaces
and neckpieces, which always invited many compliments and
enquiries regarding where such an eye-catching trinket had
been procured!
She managed the office meticulously; indeed, some might say,
militarily! Teachers would steal in sheepishly in search of
classroom stationery – board markers, folders, post-its and
labels – and ever-so-furtively retreat with their newly acquired
wares, but never, on pain of death, would they chance
borrowing The Office Stapler. Marian’s Sellotape Dispenser
came a close second in terms of sanctity! These were simply
non-negotiable borrowings. Multi-tasking teachers and
office stationery were not a suitable pairing when it came to
returning borrowed items. And so, after several disappearing
acts, these items were subsequently decreed to nevermore
leave the office.
Marian loved Taylor’s. And Taylor’s loved Marian. She
will never be forgotten, and will be forever missed and
appreciated.
“Thanks a million Marian. Rest in Peace.”

Abbie, Anna &
Sarah Compete in
International
Royal Society of
Chemistry Final

Congratulations to Sarah
Agboola, Anna Martin and
Abbie Healy (5th Year)
winners of the regional Royal Society of
Chemistry’s Schools’ Analyst Competition in NUI Galway in
May. The heats of this competition took place in regions across
England and Ireland (DCU, UCC & NUIG). Each of the regional
winners then took part in the final in Manchester University on
19th & 20th June 2019.
In this competition the students were required to undertake
various practical analytical determinations based on problems
relevant to industrial or social
needs (air pollution was this year’s
theme). Throughout the session
assessors observed the students
at work and they were judged on
skill, understanding and accuracy
with most marks being awarded for
experimental findings and answers
reported.
Many thanks to Ms. King and Ms.
Fallon who mentored the girls and
travelled with them to Manchester.

1st Year Soccer connacht champions
and All-Ireland Semi-Finalists

The provincial group stages of the FAI Schools’ First Year Girls’
Soccer competition were very successful for our 1st Year team
with victories over Salerno (4-0) and Presentation Athenry (2-0)
ensuring that the team topped the group without having to play
their final game against Claregalway. The Connaught semi-final
was another triumph, this time over Mercy Roscommon (2-1)
and a hard fought Connaught final saw an impressive Ursuline
Sligo team fall to a very spirited Taylor’s performance. The
All-Ireland semi-final took place in Sligo against Carndonagh
Community School. Taylor’s were unlucky to be 1-0 down at
half time and while the second half was dominated by Taylor’s
the vital equalizer never came. Carndonagh went on to win the
All Ireland final.
Well done also to the U15s and U17s who also performed well
during the year.

Dominican Schools’
Hockey Champions

The Taylor’s senior hockey team won
the Dominican Cup in March. This
competition was held in Dominican
College, Cabra, as part of their
bicentenary celebrations. Dominican
schools from all over Ireland competed in hockey, basketball,
soccer and athletics. Taylor’s entered teams in all 4 events
with everyone
participating
brilliantly on the
day and
the hockey
team
proving
victorious!

Chemistry Olympiad

Well done to Nina Kulczycka (6th Year) who took part in the
Chemistry Olympiad in DCU in March. This competition is
for Leaving Cert students and involves two written papers on
Chemistry. Nina performed very well and was delighted to
receive a chemistry book from the organisers for her efforts.

Basic CPR Training for All Students

As part of sports day, all our students were trained in basic
CPR and how to use a defibrillator. Students learned the process
of hands only CPR which is one of the most effective ways to
prevent a fatality from a sudden cardiac arrest.

Talk by
Everest
Mountaineer,
Peter
O’Connell

Transition Year and 2nd
Year students attended
a talk from Peter O’
Connell on March 28th.
Peter was the first man from Connacht to climb to the summit
of Mount Everest back in 2013. He spoke to the girls about his
adventures of climbing Everest and of his other expeditions. He
also spoke about goal setting and motivation and both students
and teachers got a lot from his presentation.

Programming Workshops for TYs

Keith Quille from the Technical University Dublin gave
workshops to our Transition Year students on computer
programming and using the Microbit device. All TYs got the
chance to programme their own Fitbit using the Microbit and
set up temperature control systems using a number of
Microbits.

UN Global
Schools’ Visit

The Secretary General
of the Department of
Foreign Affairs, Mr.
Niall Burgess, along with
fellow DFA officials Mr.
John Concannon and
Ms. Claire Coughlan,
and Commandant. Colin Campbell of the Irish Defence Forces,
visited the school to present it with a UN flag as part of the UN’s
global schools project.
Mr. Burgess and Mr. Concannon spoke to the girls about the
role of the UN in the world; Ireland’s important role in the
UN; and the work of Irish embassies and diplomats across the
globe. Ms. Coughlan told the girls about her recent experience
coordinating Irish aid efforts in the war-torn Central African
Republic, and Cmd. Campbell spoke about his time working in
Kosovo and the Lebanon as a UN peace keeper.
The speakers gave the girls an excellent insight into the
international roles undertaken by Ireland across the globe and
stressed the importance of that work and Ireland’s influence and
impact relative to its size.
The girls asked the speakers many probing
and insightful questions and gave feedback
on their priorities which Mr. Burgess in
particular was eager to receive.

Rosary Hall Renovation

Some work will be carried out on Rosary Hall over the
coming months to replace all windows and doors and do some
renovation work to bring the hall back to its former glory!

Maths Competitions

As usual, all 1st Year students took part in the Junior Maths
Competition organised by the Irish Maths Teachers Association.
Well done to Maja Raczka and Liliana Sabat-Skibinska who were
both invited to the Regional Final, which was held in the school
on March 30th. They both performed very well and competed
against 40 other students from 18 schools around Galway.
Well done also to the 6th Year students who took part in the
IMTA Team Maths Competition held in January in NUI Galway.
This table quiz asked very challenging questions of the students
and acted as a great revision guide for the mocks!
Six of the 5th Year Physics students also took part in the
Applied Maths Senior Quiz on March 7th in NUI Galway.
These students were the only all-female teams to take part
and thoroughly enjoyed an evening of applying their physics
knowledge to mathematical problems.

Aaliyah Wins European
Bronze Medal

Congratulations to 5th Year student
Aaliyah Butler who won the bronze
medal in the bantam weight category
at the EUBC Junior European Boxing
Championships in Romania at the start
of the summer. Along the way Aaliyah
defeated opponents from Wales and
Romania before bowing out to a Russian
competitor in the fight for the silver medal. This was a fantastic
achievement for Aaliyah at such a high international level.

Lucia Wins Soccer Scholarship to
University of Arkon, Ohio

Congratulations to Lucia Lobato who has won a soccer
scholarship to the University of Arkon, Ohio. You will already
be aware of Lucia’s outstanding soccer talents, and over the past
year she has represented Ireland at the UEFA Women’s Under
19 European Championships in Spain as well as the qualifiers in
Lithuania. We wish Lucia every success in the USA.

Wellbeing at Junior Cycle

Mia’s Equestrian Success

Well done to 1st Year student Mia Higgins
on her success in the inter-schools’
equestrian competition. Mia was part of
the winning team made up of students
from Taylor’s, St. Enda’s and Salerno.
She also came 3rd in the individual
category, producing a clear round in the
opening jump and a super clear in the
novice individuals. In the final jump off she
went clear again in a fast time. This was a
great achievement in a very strong class.

New Chromebooks

To further expand our IT provision within the school, we have
purchased two sets of Chromebooks which will be used by
students and teachers in class to further assist in the integration
of digital technologies into the teaching and learning process.

Swimming Success

Wellbeing forms one of the main areas of learning in the new
Junior Cycle programme. This strives to ensure that students
are provided with learning opportunities that enhance their
physical, mental, emotional and social wellbeing. Currently our
1st, 2nd and 3rd Year students have 300 hours of wellbeing
classes and activities spread across the three years of Junior
Cycle. In Taylor’s these include CSPE, SPHE and PE as well as
activities such as RSE workshops, workshops with the health
nurse, sports day, fun run, anti-bullying workshops, friendship
and resilience courses etc. These 300 hours will increase to
400 hours for students starting 1st Year in 2020. Issues related
to student wellbeing are addressed in other subjects across
the curriculum and form an important part of our ethos in
Dominican College.

National Senior Cycle Review

The Leaving Cert was introduced almost a century ago and
its basic structure has remained broadly the same over the
past 50 years or so. With that in mind, the National Council
for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) has been tasked by
the Minister of Education & Skills to carry out a review of
senior cycle provision within our education system.

Well done to the Dominican College
Swimming Team who performed
spectacularly well at the Irish Senior
Schools’ Relays in April. The girls
performed as two teams, with one
winning the All-Ireland Intermediate
200 Meter Medley Relay in a time of 2:09:57 and coming a
close second in the Intermediate 200 Meter Freestyle Relay,
losing out by 0.21 of a second. The swimmers were: Teodora
Cugalj, Aimee Kelly, Bernadette Kenny, Rebekah Liptrot, Anna
Murphy, Naoise O’Donnell, Oliwia Roclawska and Sophie
Sultanov.

As part of this review, research has been carried out into
the senior cycle systems in 8 other jurisdictions: England,
Finland, France, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Ontario
(Canada), Queensland (Australia) and Sweden; and two
rounds of consultations have been held involving students,
teachers, parents and other stakeholders from around the
country. The review to date has looked into issues of which
subjects should be studied; how these should be assessed;
the use of continuous assessment; the desirability of one
terminal exam; reporting procedures; the needs of young
people in a 21st century society and economy; and supports
and inclusion.

Many thanks to Brian
O’Donnell and the other
parents who organised
the girls’ participation in
this competition and to St.
Anthony’s & Claddagh Credit
Union who sponsored the team.

If you would like to have an input into this important
review and to express your views and opinions, you can take
part in a focus group meeting, complete an online survey
or make a written submission. Please see www.ncca.ie/
seniorcycle for more details.

