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Active Week

This year the school’s Active Week took place
immediately after the Easter holidays and a wide
range of activities were organised for the girls.
5th Year and TY students went orienteering with
one of the 5th Year teams setting a new course
record in Eile Mental in Furbo! Our 1st Years
went swimming in Leisureland and participated
in a rugby blitz with special guest Mary Healy of
the Irish Women’s Rugby Team in attendance. We
also held our annual 5km Fun Run/Walk which
this year was in aid of Cancer Care West. Well
done to all the staff and students who took part in this event.
A big “Thank You” to Denise Dunne from Croí who spoke to
those students unable to take part in the walk about health and
wellbeing. 1st Year and TY students also had the opportunity to
go rowing on the Corrib over the course of the week.

TY Trip to Flanders

“Grease” Is The Word

This year’s 5th Year musical was the ever popular Grease!
Under the expert guidance of musical director Ms. Kerrigan and
director & choreographer Ms. Hosty, Danny, Sandy, the T-Birds
and the Pink Ladies brought a 1950’s style high school to life
in Dominican College against
a backdrop of fantastic songs.
Well done to everyone involved
in making the production so
memorable, enjoyable and
entertaining.

1.45am on Tuesday 2nd
May saw thirty excited TY
students with three members
of staff leave the school on
their Border Hoppin’ Tour of Belgium
and Holland. After arriving at Brussels Airport the group spent
their first day at the Durby Valley Adventure park where they
sped down zip lines, followed high rope trails through the
treetops, climbed up sheer rock faces and down dark and eerie
mine shafts. Day two saw the group travel to the Breendonck
Concentration Camp where they experienced the horror of life
under Gestapo rule. This sombre and chilling experience was
followed by an afternoon in the beautiful town of Bruges where
the girls wandered along the canals, visited chocolate shops and
sampled the world famous Belgian waffles. Efterling Theme
Park in Holland was the destination on day three. Rollercoasters
which tested the nerves of even the bravest were the order of the
day. The final day of the tour started in Leuven where profits
in the local branch of Pull & Bear soared as a result of the visit
from the Taylors girls. From there the group travelled to Brussels
where they saw the home of
the European Parliament,
the Grand Plas and not to
forget the Manneken Pis!
The group eventually made
its way back to Brussels
Airport, where after fond
goodbyes to their tour guide
and driver, they boarded
their flight back to Dublin
exhausted but happy.

Hockey Scholarship

Congratulations to 6th Year student Kelsey Hengerer who has
won a hockey scholarship to attend the University of Richmond
in USA. Kelsey is a member of the Connacht provincial hockey
team and has been monitored by the hockey scouts from the
University of Richmond for the past number of years. This
university is in Division 1 of the college hockey leagues in USA.
We wish Kelsey every success.

Retirements

The end of this school
year is a sad one for
our school community
as three long serving
and special members
of staff take leave
of the school. Mrs.
Coyle and Mrs.
Glennon are both
retiring while Ms.
Kelly is moving on to pastures
new in another part of the country. All three teachers have made
a very special and significant contribution to Dominican College,
one that has been greatly appreciated by the many students they
taught and inspired over the years. For Mrs. Coyle in particular
this is a significant departure as she has spent most of her life in the
school, firstly as student and then as a teacher for her entire career.

House System

The start of the new school year will see the introduction a
house system in Taylors for the first time.
This will involve all students across all years being, as well as
teachers, being assigned to a particular house at the start of the
school year.
In introducing this system, we hope to achieve a number of goals:
• To strengthen the bond of the Dominican College Spirit among
all our girls from 1st to 6th Year
• To increase opportunities for students across the year groups
to meet and support each other
• To create opportunities for all students to become involved in and
experience the satisfaction of participation in team events through
the various events that will be run during the course of the year
• To encourage good-natured and friendly rivalry between the
six houses as they compete for the House Trophy that will be
presented at the end of the year.
Being part of a house gives students an opportunity to get to
know students in other year groups, and to participate with
them in sports and other house activities. Our new 1st Years
will immediately feel a sense of belonging and they will develop
bonds with students across the year range. This system will also
encourage and provide opportunities for our older girls to develop
their leadership skills. Finally and probably most important our
students will learn what it truly means to be a “Taylor’s Girl”!

All three will be very greatly missed by their colleagues and
students and we wish each of them every success and happiness
in the future.

In order to recognise and build on our school’s Dominican
tradition, the six houses in will be named after Dominican sisters
who had a close connection to Galway in the past.

TY 16/17

Cake Sale for
Cancer Care West

Our TY students had
an action packed year
and were very positive
about their Transition
Year experience. Over
the course of the
year they participated
in many varied
events and activities
including: Zeminar,
work experience , mock
interviews, Active Week,
visits to the Ombudsman
for Children’s Office and
Achill Outdoor Education
Centre to name but a
few. Students also took
part in the Toastmasters
programme, Foroige
Leadership programme,
Enterprise, Build a
Bank and the TY Law
programme. In early May
the girls went to Belgium for
their European tour where
they took part in high ropes
and climbing challenges,
visited the cities of Brussels,
Bruge and Leuven, toured a
concentration camp and went
wild in Efteling theme park
in Holland. A lot of great
memories and experiences
were gained over the course of the year.

Class 3/3 recently held a cake
sale in aid of Cancer Care
West and collected a total
of €300. This project was
undertaken as part of their
CSPE course. A representative
from Cancer Care West, Sharon Fitzpatrick, visited the school
and spoke to the girls about the work of the charity and
expressed her appreciation for the girls’ effort and the money
raised by them.

Student
Investment
Competition

Congratulations to Leaving
Cert student Lauren Byrne
who was the winner of this
year’s Student Investment
Competition. Lauren’s share portfolio grew by 136.7%.
A special word of thanks to our stockbrokers Stephanie Forkin
and Paola O’Brien who ran the competition. A profit of €100,
made by the competition, has been donated to Pieta House.

Upgraded Computers

This year saw a big improvement in the school’s
ICT facilities. Thanks in no small part to a grant
from Intel in California sourced by one of our parents, Brenda
Romero, the school was able to replace all the computers in Room 2
as well as the computers in all the classrooms. The remaining older
computers in Room 7 will be replaced over the coming summer.

Taylors Girls on Irish Soccer Team

This was a busy but successful
year for our international
soccer stars Lucia Lobato,
Aoife Lynagh and Emelia
Koziel. Lucia and Aoife
featured with the u17
Ireland team in October in
their European qualifying
competition. They also
played against the Australian
national team in a friendly
in January and in late
April they travelled to
the Netherlands to play
the Dutch national team at u16 level in
preparation for an international tournament held in Mayo in
May. This tournament featured
teams from Northern Ireland,
Lithuania and Denmark. The
Republic of Ireland team was
captained by Aoife. Both Lucia and
Aoife played major parts in the
tournament over the week in Mayo
which saw them win two of their
matches but lose the third game on
penalties to Denmark.
Meanwhile, 1st Year student Emilia
Koziel was selected for the Irish
U15 soccer squad and earned her first cap
representing Ireland against Wales.

Lisa Wins
Galway
Junior Maths
Competition

Congratulations to 1st
Year student Lisa Keegan
who won the regional
final of the Irish Junior
Maths Competition
organised by the IMTA.
Lisa was the overall winner out of 36 students from 17
schools from all over Galway county. Lisa is pictured with her
proud Maths teacher Ms. McGrath.

Soccer U17 Connacht
Champions & All-Ireland Finalists

The Taylors soccer teams went from strength to strength this
year. The u17 team won the Connacht
title earlier in the year, then won
their All-Ireland semi-final and were
narrowly beaten on penalties in the
final against St. Laurence’s College,
Loughlinstown, Dublin. The score was
2-2 at full time and it remained drawn
at the end of extra-time. The match
then went to penalties and at the end of
the penalties it was drawn. Following
that it went to sudden-death penalties
and the girls were narrowly beaten.

Hockey

We had a very
successful year
with all of our 6
hockey teams.
Each team reached
their respective
Connacht semifinals with our 16A team taking the Connacht
title and bringing the Griffin Cup back to Taylors. The school
was well represented on Connacht teams with
Kelsey Hengerer representing us at U18 level and
Meghen Hengerer, Lilly Hengerer and Julianne
Langan at U16 level. A huge congratulations
also to Lily and Meghen who were selected to
play for Ireland U16 against the USA over the
Easter holidays. The girls will continue to train
with the Irish U16 team over the summer as
they prepare for the European Championships
in Spain in July. We wish Maeve Hurson and
Kelsey Hengerer the best for their future. Both
are moving on to university next year. We will
miss you both greatly on the hockey pitch.

Ms. Byrnes Meets Her Hero!

Ms. Byrnes’ 6th Year Home Economics class organised a very
special surprise for her at the end of the year. Knowing that she
is a big fan of Nevin Maguire, the girls made contact with the
chef from Blacklion and arranged for a special meeting with him
when he was in Galway in May.

Hockey trip to
Spain

Forty of our hockey players
from 2nd to 6th Year
headed off to Malaga in
April with three teachers
and our senior hockey coach
Damien Kelly. The squad
took part in several training
sessions and four matches over
the course of the three days
away. It was a wonderful trip
where the girls learned many
new skills. It was great to see
new friendships being formed
and the younger and older students interacting in such a relaxed
and friendly environment.
We’re looking forward to our next training trip already!

Visiting
Entrepreneurs

Dominican College would
like to thank the following
entrepreneurs who have
visited our school to share
their experience of setting up a
business with our students:
Kevin Nugent - Mr Waffle
Emer Murray - Goya
Michelle Hyland - Gourmet Tart
Company
Deirdre Campbell - Ri Na Mara
Seaweed Cosmetics
Eugene and Ronan Greaney Dough Bros
Linsey de Burca - Contemporary
Jewellery Design
Garry Lowe, Ricky Conneely - LEO
Emer Joyce, Muireann McGarry - Ernst &Young

Camogie Champions

Womens
World
Cup
Trophy

On Tuesday,
29th May,
two members
of the Irish
Women’s Rugby Squad, Mary Healy and Mairead Coyne visited
the school with the Women’s’ World Cup Rugby Trophy. It
was a privilege to welcome them. We would like to take this
opportunity to wish the Irish team the best of luck in the Rugby
World Cup being held in Ireland in August this year, especially
past pupil Mary Healy who is a member of the squad.

2016/17 was another successful year for the Taylors camogie
teams. The junior team were crowned Connacht champions after
beating Scoil Eanna Connemara 4-4 to 3-3 in the Connacht final.
Meanwhile the school team won the Connacht Camogie 10-a-side
title after
beating Scoil
Mhuire,
Ballinasloe in
the final.

WellRead Award

Well done to Ms. Kerrigan,
Ms. Byrnes, Ms. McGrath
and all the other staff
and students who have
worked so hard to
promote literacy within
the school. Their hard
work and achievement was
recognised during the year
when the school
was presented with the WellRead Award and flag. Collecting the
award were Ms. Kerrigan, Ms. McGrath, Amy O’Reilly, Nora
Christians and Bronwyn Varette.

Past-Pupils’ Facebook Page

There is now a Facebook page specifically dedicated to pastpupils of Dominican College. This can be found by searching
for “Dominican College Taylor’s Hill Alumni” on Facebook.
Once you have done that you can follow the page. This page
will be used to keep alumni upto-date with what his happening
in their old school and as a
means of communicating with
past-pupils.

The WellRead programme aims to create heightened awareness
about the importance of creating a culture of reading in school
communities for our young people as part of their personal and
academic development.
Congratulations also to 2nd Year
student Christabel Onyenweson
who recently won an Amazon
Kindle, donated by QuickTec,
for her involvement in the
Drop Everything And Read
programme.

Sponsorship for School Teams

The school would like to thank all those who generously
sponsored our sports teams this year and who enabled us to
make sure that our sports gear is of the standard and quality we
want for our teams. In particular we would like to thank Dave
O’Connell from Hooper Dolan Insurances who sponsored our
hockey gear this year and John
Quinn from Adrian Quinn Car Sales
who sponsored our camogie gear.

All-Ireland Boxing Champion

Well done to 2nd Year student Aaliyah Butler who recently won
an Irish boxing title. This is Aaliyah’s second Irish title. In the
semi-final Aaliyah beat current Irish Champion Chloe Gabriel
on a 4-1 decision. In the final Aaliyah boxed last season’s
Champion Amy O’Brien. Aaliyah got going early in the first
round and kept the
pressure on O’Brien
in the second and
third rounds. Aaliyah
won the contest on a
score of 5/0. Aaliyah’s
hard work and total
dedication to her
sport is a credit to
her and her coaches
in Monivea Boxing
Club.
Aaliyah will travel
to the UK in June
for an International
tournament that
will host six other
countries.

Laura Quinn Wins National
Environmental Reporter Competition

3rd Year student Laura Quinn won 1st prize in the 2017
An Taisce Young Environmental Reporter competition. This
was a significant achievement for Laura and the school. As a
recognition of the standard of Laura’s piece, the Irish Times
published it on Saturday 20th May 2017. Laura’s winning article
is printed below:

BioPlastics and Pollution: friends or foes?
by Laura Quinn
It’s a story that we’ve all heard countless times before, varying
slightly with each rendition; the tragic tale of a majestic creature
(marine or otherwise), whose unassuming and oh-too-brief life
was cut short by the careless hands of a human being. No, I am
not referencing the childhood pet you accidentally over-fed at the
tender age of 7. The creature in question is not one creature, but
thousands. In fact, over 100,000 marine animals die from plastic
entanglement every year, in addition to the 1 million sea birds
that perish of similar causes. While the statistics are not quite
so drastic with regards to land animals, many cases have been
reported of camels dying from plastic “rocks” in their intestines.
Similarly, elephants and cows have been found with internal
blockages caused by having eaten plastic. More locally, however,
there have been many cases recorded of squirrels attempting to
eat plastic, having mistaken it for food. The same habits were
recorded in birds, with a Dutch study of fulmar seabirds in the
North Sea concluding that 95% of the birds had plastic in their
stomachs. Sadly, we are well and truly engulfed in the “plastic”
era, in more than one sense. Life is so fast paced nowadays that
the human race has become accustomed to the disposability
culture, in many aspects; trends, food, clothing, possessions,
relationships. Due to this, it is unlikely that the rate of plastic
consumption, already at 300 million tonnes per year globally,
will see a decrease in the near future. Despite the somewhat
depressing realisation that we as a species are slowly destroying
our habitat, all hope is not lost. How, you ask, can our culture
of excess happily co-exist with a thriving and recovered wildlife
population? The answer is one-worded and inconclusive.
Bioplastics are plastics in which all carbon is derived from
renewable feedstocks, like corn, potatoes, rice, wood cellulose

and wheat fibre. They can be used to manufacture products
such as cups, bottles, cutlery, plates, bags, bedding,
furnishings, carpets, film, textiles and packaging materials,
which contribute to a large percentage of the current
plastic debris. The usage of bioplastics is favourable due
to their carbon footprint, which is a 42% lower that for
standard plastic. The production of bioplastics is regarded
as a more sustainable means of production, as it does not
require the use of fossil fuels in the manufacturing process,
unlike traditional plastics, or “petroplastics”. They are also
often biodegradable and can be used in composting, which
releases the minerals back into the soil, but this is not always
the case. However, many see bioplastics as a product of
false advertising, as the divide between “biodegradable”
and “degradable” is often forgotten. Biodegradable means
capable of being broken down by bacteria or other living
organisms and returning to compounds found in nature,
while degradable refers to the ability to be broken down
into smaller pieces. Plastic generally breaks down into
microplastics that do not break down further. Most plastics,
and some bioplastics, are therefore degradable, but not
biodegradable. This is not the only negative impact of
bioplastics on the earth. There are many additives used in
the production of these ‘eco-friendly’ products, therefore
many still contain toxic chemicals and are hazardous to the
environment and the creatures within it, albeit to a much
lesser extent than traditional plastics.
They may not provide the futuristic, ‘green’ solution that
many had anticipated when bioplastics were first introduced,
yet surely a 42% reduction in carbon emissions is a step in
the right direction. If the use of bioplastics is introduced in a
widespread manner the demand on fossil fuels will decrease
significantly, leading to a reduction of the amount of
greenhouse gases released into our atmosphere. In addition,
the increased demand on crops for the production of such
materials will boost the agricultural sector.
Hopefully, if advances are made to improve the
biodegradability of these plastics, it is likely that the
plastic pollution of our land and oceans will lessen and the
ingestion of plastic matter by wildlife species will become a
less pressing issue.

Dominican Cup

In March Taylors hosted the annual Dominican Cup
competition. Each year all the Dominican schools in Ireland
gather to mingle and compete in a range of sports. Six schools
from Dublin as well as Newbridge College, travelled west of
the Shannon for the day. The Dominican students competed in
hockey, soccer and basketball over the course of the day and
sat to eat lunch together in Rosary Hall. It was a wonderful
experience for all involved. Thanks to our TY students for
assisting with the organising of events and food over the course
of the day.

The Pencil
A poem about the destruction of the ancient Syrian city of
Palmyra in 2015.
It is less than four centimetres long,
Misshapen and green,
Grubby and splintered,
Its thin metallic spine is exposed on one side.
She hooks a finger around it,
Grasping its neck tightly like a venomous snake,
It squirms in her shaky hand.
Even at night she squeezes it until her fingers are
stained with lead,
Glaring at the elbow digging into her ribs,
She has an impulse to swallow it lest it be taken from her.
Her brother butchers the dry, weightless clay on the edge
of the shore,
Pounding Palmyra into existence.
Each flaky column is swept away by the wind for a second time.
By Honor Faughnan

Laoise Wins
Gold in 300m
Schools’ Final

Congratulations to 5th
Year student Laoise
Geraghty who won
the gold medal in the
Connacht schools’ 300m
Intermediate final in
Athlone IT on 18th May.
Laoise is pictured with
her sister Eabha who
also competed in the
Connacht finals.

Focus on Attendance
This year the staff within the
school carried out
an evaluation of
attendance and
punctuality. The
study revealed
some interesting
findings:

• there is a clear
relationship
between how
well students
do in exams and
how well they
attend. Students who miss the fewest days do better in exams.
• our students miss fewer days than the national average.
• on average senior students miss more days that junior students.

Sophie Represents Ireland in Russia
Congratulations to 1st Year student Sophie Sultanov who
recently represented Ireland at an international swimming
competition in Russia.
This competition was
for Russian speaking
children from over 50
countries who came
together to compete
in a range of sports
such as swimming,
soccer, basketball,
volleyball and table
tennis.
Only ten young people from Ireland qualified to take part - four
swimmers, three table tennis players and two chess players.
Sophie made it through to the 100 IM semi-final and the Irish
swimming team took 7th place overall in the 200m relay.

• our wide range of extra-curricular activities enhances student
attendance.
Following on from this research an improvement plan has
been put in place with the following actions: to ensure the full
recording of attendance for each lesson in VSware; recognition
to be put in place to acknowledge good attendance; the
importance of full attendance to be stressed at a whole school
level and the ongoing monitoring of punctuality. The full schoolimprovement plan can be viewed on the school website.
Below are pictures of some of our students who received
certificates for excellent attendance.

Parents’ Council Report

It is hard to believe we are at the end of another academic year.
The Parents’ Council’s work during the year involved activities
such as organising students’ personal insurance; raising funds
by selling tickets to the Mc Cambridge’s Food and Wine Fair;
helping with ticket collection and car parking at the fabulous
5th Year show Grease; providing refreshments at the 6th Year
Graduation Mass; organising the second hand book and uniform
sale on 23rd June; and of course organising the 6th Year Debs
Ball. As well as the above, this year we held two fundraising
events for the students, a Gaming Workshop hosted by Brenda
Romero, and a Movie Night at the Eye Cinema. The money
raised this year went to purchase new sports gear for the school
camogie teams and will pay to have electric hand driers installed
over the summer.

Maezza Wins NUIG Literary
& Debating Award
Congratulations to TY student Maezza Brathwaite who won
the NUIG Literary & Debating Society Award for Best Opinion
Piece during the year.
Maezza’s piece was
highly commended
by the judges who
commented on the
high level of insight
displayed. She was
presented with her
award at a special
ceremony in NUIG.

Next year the Parents’ Council, in conjunction with the Board
of Management is planning to hold a special fund-raising event
that will be of particular interest to parents. Further details
about this will be revealed in the new school year but we hope
to have all your support in this.
During the year the Parents’ Council set up two specific
Facebook pages one for the Taylor’s Hill Parents’ Association,
and one for Taylor’s Hill Alumni. We are asking all parents
to “like” these pages as we will regularly post news and
information about upcoming events.
We wish all the 3rd and 6th Year students the very best of luck
in their upcoming state exams and we are looking forward to
seeing the 6th Year girls at their Deb’s on 23rd August and hope
they really enjoy their special night.
I hope all students and parents have a lovely summer break.
Gráinne Rice
Chairperson, Parents’ Council.

Board of Management Report

2016-17 has been a very busy and successful year for Dominican
College.
This year saw the installation of a new Board of Management.
The composition of the Board is as follows:
1. Four Le Chéile trustee nominees:
• Mr. Andrew Keaveney (Chairperson)
• Ms. Meadbh Joyce
• Sr. Padraigin McKenna
• Ms. Anne Tynan
2. Two parent nominees:
• Mr. Keith Greaney
• Ms. Karina O’Grady
3. Two staff nominees:
• Ms. Lorraine Byrnes
• Ms. Paula McGrath
The new Board will be in place for a period of three years and as part
of that is putting in place a set of objectives for school development
over that period and action plans for their achievement. As part of
process that we have consulted with the Parents’ Association, the
staff and the Student Council. The final objectives and action plan
will be finalised at the start of the new school year.
The Board would like to recognise and commend the work of
the school staff over the past year. One of the primary features
of Dominican College is the fact that it not only achieves
excellent academic success, but that it strives to provide a
holistic education for its students. This rounded education
prepares students for life in university and beyond and is only
made possible by the willingness of so many members of staff
to go beyond the call of duty and give of their own time to take
students for extra-curricular activities. In relation to this the
school provides the following extra-curricular activities: hockey,
camogie, Gaelic football, soccer, running club, basketball,
debating, library committee, student council, coding club,
toastmasters, Glee club, SciFest & BT Young Scientist groups,
school musical, green schools committee and lunchtime club. On
top of this teachers have organised many educational trips and
excursions for the students including the hockey training trip to
Malaga and the TY trip to Belgium. The Board of Management
wishes to thank all the staff for making such a high quality and
holistic education possible for our students.
We are fortunate in Taylors in having some of the finest school
facilities in Galway which includes not only a modern well
equipped building but also an astro-turf hockey pitch, a full
sized basketball court and sports hall and a full equipped gym
for student use. We have seen a number of improvements in our
facilities this year. The school received a significant grant from
the Dominican Sisters to furnish the school library with sofas,
furniture and pictures in order to make it a more welcoming and
comfortable environment for our students and to further enhance
literacy within the school. We invested in a significant upgrade of
our computer systems. The computers in each of the classrooms
were replaced with new PCs and the computers in one of our labs
were replaced. This was made possible by the funding raised by the
Parents’ Council and a generous grant from Intel sourced by one of
our parents, Brenda Romero. The Board is very grateful for all the
assistance given in raising funds for the improvement of the school.
Funding continues to remain a challenge for the school. We
want to ensure that we provide our students with the very best
facilities and opportunities possible for their own benefit. Cuts
in government funding to schools over the past number of years
has significantly increased the difficulty in doing this. Indeed
there is a significant difference in the amount of funding which
the government provides to voluntary schools such as Taylors
and ETB schools. As a result of this the school relies heavily

on the generosity of parents in making the annual voluntary
contribution. This money serves to enable the school to pay the
everyday running costs and to provide for the upkeep of our
current facilities and services and improve and develop them
into the future. Can I once again ask that you return your
voluntary contribution to the school as soon as possible to allow
this important work to continue.
This year has seen the school achieve considerable success across a
wide range of disciplines. The year started with outstanding Leaving
Cert results by our students. Again one of our students, Lidia Shafik,
achieved the maximum 625 points through gaining 6 A1 grades
at higher level and was presented with the prestigious All-Ireland
scholarship by JP McManus. The school was also reported in the
media to have a 100% progression rate to third level.
In the sporting arena the girls have had considerable success. Our
U17 soccer team were crowned Connacht champions and were
narrowly beaten in the All-Ireland final; our U16A hockey team
won the Connacht title; our junior camogie team won the Connacht
title; and Laoise Geraghty won gold in the Connacht 300m final. On
top of that many of our students have had success representing their
clubs, county and country in a variety of disciplines.
Further success was achieved by our students in maths competitions,
An Taisce’s Young Environmental Reporter competition, the Well
Read literary awards and national poetry competitions.
This year a school self-evaluation was carried out on the area of
attendance within the school which identified some interesting and
useful information. The attendance levels of our students continue
to be above the national average but we identified areas in which
we can further improve to reduce student absenteeism. The
relationship between student attendance and achievement in exams
was clearly evident and we would encourage all parents to ensure
that their daughters only miss class when absolutely necessary.
A number of school policies were reviewed and ratified by the
Board this year. I would encourage all parents to familiarise
themselves with these via the school website. The reviewed polies
were: the Child Protection Policy; the Code of Positive Behaviour;
the Homework Policy; the Assessment Policy; and the RSE Policy.
Taylors continues to be very fortunate is having the support
of a very committed and able Parents’ Council. The Board of
Management would like to thank all the parents on the council
for their dedication to the school and their willingness to give
of their time and talents for the benefit, not just of their own
daughters, but of all the students in the school. The council
undertook a wide range of activities this year which not only
raised much needed finance, but also provided a service for
parents and students such as organising student insurance and
the mammoth task that is the organisation of the Debs.
The new Junior Cycle programme has brought, and continues to
bring, change for our students. From September 2017 Wellbeing
will form an important curriculum area for 1st Year students.
Dominican College is well placed to introduced this as it has, as a
part of its culture and tradition, a commitment to the wellbeing and
pastoral care of its students. This is in no small part due to the duty
of care that the staff within the school show for the students. This
year a range of activities took place which served to enhance the
wellbeing and resilience of our students including RSE workshops,
Active Week, Anti-Bullying Week, study-skills workshops amongst
others. A number of our staff have now been trained in the delivery
of the Friends for Life programme which works to build student
resilience and reduce their stress and anxiety. This programme will
be delivered to our incoming 1st Year and TY students next year.
On behalf of the Board of Management I would like to thank
the students, staff, parents and Dominican Sisters for all that
you do to make our school so special and I hope that you have a
safe and restful summer.
Andrew Keaveney
Chairperson, Board of Management

