Dominican College
Taylor's Hill

Summer Newsletter - 2014

ALL-IRELAND
CHAMPIONS!

Dominican College became the first school
from Galway city – and only the second
from the county – to claim the Umbro FAI
Senior Schools Girls’ All-Ireland title thanks
to a penalty shoot-out over defending
champions, Moville Community College
from Donegal.
The final itself was a highly entertaining
match for the spectators as both teams gave
their all to try claim the trophy. In the end
the grit, determination and sheer will to
win of the Taylor’s girls carried the day.
All the members of the team gave
everything they had on the day but
special mention must be given to
goalkeeper Anesi Igunma who saved
a number of shots from the Moville
forwards during the match and made
a fantastic save during the penalty
shootout which finally separated the
two teams.
Just a few days after their All-Ireland
success the girls travelled to Dublin
where they won the Dominican Cup for
soccer.
The girls’ achievements have been
recognised and celebrated by the school,
by Galway United and also by the CEO
of the FAI John Delaney who visited
the school to congratulate the girls and
present them with tickets to the IrelandTurkey international.

Congratulations to all the girls and to
their backroom team of Mr. Drea, Mr.
Grehan and John Power.

LEAVING & JUNIOR CERT EXAMS

Best wishes to all our 3rd and 6th Year students sitting their Leaving and
Junior Cert exams. We know how hard you have all worked this year and
have no doubt that your talents and efforts will be justly rewarded when the
results come out.

CLARE WINS
ALL-IRELAND
SCHOOLS’ TALENT
SEARCH

Congratulations
to
2nd
Year student Clare Quinn
who came first in the AllIreland Schools’ Talent Search
competition. Anyone who
has ever heard Clare sing will
understand why she beat off
competition from over 1200
other students from across
Ireland. Clare sang Nella
Fantasia by Ennio Morricone
from the film The Mission in
the final which took place in
the Limerick Concert Hall and
was televised on TV3.

TAYLOR’S LAWYERS OFF
TO NEW YORK!

The legal eagles in Transition Year took part
for the first time in the National Mock Trial
Competition and progressed as far as the
semi-final which took place in the Criminal
Courts in Dublin.
This competition is organised by the
Public Access to Law organisation and is
supported by the Courts Service. It offers
transition year students an opportunity to
gain an inside view of how our legal system
works. The students assumed the roles of
solicitors, barristers, jurors, witnesses and
court reporters to form a team to compete
with other schools in a mock court case.
Our girls performed to a very high standard
throughout the competition and by getting
through to the semi-final won an invitation
to the International Empire Mock Trial
Competition in New York next October. We
wish the girls every success and know they
will do us proud.

TYS WIN SEAT EARLY DRIVE COMPETITION
TY class 4/3 entered the
Seat Early Drive Programme
competition, in which they
were required to make a video
about road safety, particularly
in relation to pedestrians and
cyclists. The video they entered
won 1st place in the competition
and as a prize they won a trip to
Mondello Park on 14th May.
On arrival at the racing circuit
the students were split into two
groups of 12. The activities they
took part in included a talk on
road safety and an opportunity
to drive a dual-controlled car.
The talk focused on driving
theory and guidelines on safe
driving such as information
about speeding, being distracted
while driving and drink driving.
This talk was very informative
and interesting and gave the
girls a new perspective on what
makes a good driver. They were
also given a preparatory session
on the driving theory test.
The opportunity to drive the

cars on the track was particularly
exciting as many of the students
had never driven a car before.
In each car there were three
students and a qualified driving
instructor. Each student was
given an opportunity to drive
the car on the track. This was an
extremely useful experience for
the students.
After each student had driven the
car they went to the museum in
Mondello Park. This museum is
home to an impressive collection
of both antique and new racing
cars. The history of each of the
cars was outlined by the tour
guide.
Overall the students gained
some valuable insights into both
driving theory and practice. This
was a tremendous experience
for all involved. The students
were very grateful to the
teachers who helped them win
this competition, particularly
Ms. Garret, Ms. Glennon, Ms.
Fannin and Ms. O Boyle.

CHEMISTRY OLYMPIAD

Monica Loughnane, Aoife Troxel & Moya Vallely represented the school
at the DCU Chemistry Olympiad in February where their chemistry
knowledge was put through the paces and tested. This event is a chance
for the best chemistry students in Ireland to get together and showcase
their abilities at chemistry.

GET HEALTHY WEEK

This year for the first time the school
held a 1st Year Get Healthy Week
which took place from Monday 31st
March - Friday 4th April. During
this week there was a very strong
emphasis on eating healthily and
exercising regularly. The 1st Year
students all had cooking lessons using
only healthy ingredients, took Zumba
classes, took part in a rugby blitz and
did the Aviva Mile Challenge. Well
done to all involved and in particular
to Ms. Byrnes and Mrs. Garrett who
organised the week.
Healthy eating and physical fitness
are particularly important in the
school and Ms. Byrnes along with
the Student Council were very active
during the year in changing the
lunchtime menus to ensure that the
food on offer within the school is
both healthy and delicious!

LIVING FOR SPORT
PROGRAMME
Dominican College is taking part
in the Sky Sports Living for Sport
programme. This programme links
elite international athletes with a group
of students in the school to motivate,
inspire and drive them on to a greater
level of success, not just in sports but
across a wide range of areas in life.
Dominican College is working in
conjunction with Mark Rohan, World
and Paralympic double gold medallist
in hand-cycling. To start off the
programme Mark visited the school
and spoke with the whole student body.
He inspired the girls by speaking to
them about how he has overcome the
challenges which life presented him

with to reach the pinnacle of his sport.
Mark is mentoring the school’s hockey
teams to help them achieve the goals of
the program which include:
• Mental toughness
• Hunger to achieve
• People skills
• Sports and life knowledge
• Breaking barriers
• Planning for success

U 16A HOCKEY TEAM
CONNACHT CHAMPIONS

The Taylor’s under-16 hockey squad
became Connacht champions after an
exciting game against The Bower of
Athlone.
The team put in an excellent
performance all round in a tight game
which was won on a penalty shootout following a 1-1 draw at full time.
The team was down 1-0 at half time
but came back in the second half with
an unstoppable shot from Sinead
Minihan.
This goal revived the team and they
put on a faultless performance for the
rest of the game encouraged by the
travelling supporters.
The match went to extra time followed
by a penalty shoot-out. Skilful scores
from Sinead Minihan, Eva Dill,
Kelsey Hengerer and Grace Dill, as
well as brilliant saves by goalie Molly
Davies won the team the Griffen Cup
4-3. An excellent display of skill and
determination!
Well done to Ms Garrett for her
dedication
and
encouragement
and the team for their outstanding
performance.

ONLINE/CODING
COMPETITIONS

This year saw the launch of the
Google ‘Call to Code’ competition
with a number of TY students
who had learned coding from the
Whizzkids programme taking part.
General logic questions and specific
coding questions were asked in the
competition which was completed
online.
Students also took part in the IBCC
Bebras Computer Challenge with
logic and problem solving being
tested online. This is an international
computer science competition and
well done to Aneesa Mangalaam
(5th Year) who finished with a Silver
Certificate.
The Kangaroo Maths Online
Competition also had a number of
competitors. Again, this international
maths competition was carried out
online with students being asked a
range of challenging maths problems.
Well done to all who took part.
It is hoped to run these competitions
next year again and all participants are
welcome.

SENIOR ‘A’ HOCKEY TEAM

Congratulations to the Senior ‘A’ Hockey team who once again achieved
excellent success in winning the Dominican Cup in Newbridge, Co Kildare.
This high achieving ‘A’ team participated in a number of short play games
during the competition.
While the standard of play was very high the Taylor’s team continued to look
the stronger team throughout. This skilled and experienced team once again
brought the Dominican Cup west. A momentous day for our young hockey
players and an exciting day for the school.
Well done to all involved!

The first of what will hopefully be the
Annual Dominican College Summer
Fete took place in the school on
Saturday 17th May. Happily the
sun shone on what was a fantastic
occasion. There were bouncy castles,
combat zones, stalls, BBQ, music,
raffles, a coffee shop and a Past Pupils
Vrs. Present Pupils hockey match
(which the present pupils won!).

FUN RUN

Ms. Garrett and the members
of the school’s running club
organised a 5km fun run which
took place on Thursday 15th
May. 153 students along with
teachers and some parents took
part in the event. Participants
were able to walk, jog or run
the distance depending on their
fitness levels which was fantastic
as it meant that the event was not
only open to athletes but to all
who wanted to take part. What
was particularly heartening
was that for many of those who
took part, this was the first time
they had run a 5km race so the
achievement was all the greater.

We would like to thank everyone
who came along on the day and help
to make it such a great success. In
particular we would like to thank
the Parents’ Council who put a huge
amount of work into organising the
fete and also the TY and Student
Council members who assisted in the
smooth running of the event.

SWIMMERS

Well done to Paola O’Brien and
Aoife Shorten who took part in the
inaugural Irish Schools Interprovincial
Championships which took place on
6th May in the National Aquatic Centre,
Dublin. The girls are members of the
Connacht regional team which won the
event and are the 2014 Interprovincial
Senior Schools Champions.

WIZARD OF OZ

The 2014 5th Year musical production
of the Wizard of Oz took place at the end
of January. The show was a tremendous
success and a testament to the talent and
hard work of our students and staff. The
show ran for four nights and on each
evening the cast, singers and musicians
sang and played their hearts out. This
was a spectacle of song and dance which
included old favourites such as Follow
the Yellow Brick Road and Somewhere
Over the Rainbow. The talents of the
girls were recognised when they won
the ‘Best Musical Number’ award at the
GUMS awards.

ATHLETICS

Well done to our athletes
who performed so well
this year. 1st Year student
Laoise Geraghty came 1st
in the Connacht Cross
Country minor final and
1st in the Connacht 800m
minor final while 6th Year
student Roisin Dobey
came 2nd in the Connacht
100m and 200m senior
finals and 5th in the AllIreland 200m final. The
school’s relay team came

2nd in the Connacht
minor final.
Well done also to 2nd
Year
student
Jessica
Dunne who represented
the school in the 2014
Connacht
Schools
Aquathon Championship.
Jessica came in 1st place
in the girls’ u16 category.
This race comprised of a
300m swim and a 3km
cross-country run.
Well done Jessica!

TAYLOR’S SCIENTISTS
This year we were delighted to have
five groups selected to represent
the school at the 50th BT Young
Scientist and Technology Exhibition
in January. Four days of hard work
and impressing judges paid off as
two of the projects received awards,
and all five groups really enjoyed
the experience. Lauren O’Connell
and Lucy Dockery won 3rd place
nationally in their category for their
project entitled An Anthropometrical
Study of Mouth Shape and Accent
and Ailish Breathneach, Michaela
Van Der Walt and Joanna Orlowska’s

project on Trihalomethanes in
Irish Drinking Water was highly
commended by the judges.
Well done also to the seven groups
from 1st Year to 5th Year who took
part in the SciFest@GMIT in May.
All seven groups had excellent
projects and impressed the judges.
A special congratulations to Amy
Keaney and Mairead Bell (1st Year)
who won the Best Communicators
Award sponsored by Newstalk FM
with their project Video Tutorials vs
User Manuals.

STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT

Well done to all the girls on this fantastic
production but also to all the members
of staff who gave so much to it and in
particular to Mrs. Kerrigan and Mrs.
Hosty.

MRS. CONNOLLY’S
RETIREMENT

Our Deputy Principal, Mrs. Connolly,
will be retiring at the end of this school
year. Mrs. Connolly joined Dominican
College in 1978 as a Chemistry and
Maths teacher. As a class teacher she
had a reputation for high standards,
excellence and bringing out the very best
in her students. For the past 9 years she
has been Deputy Principal and in that
role has seen a lot of change, perhaps
most significantly the move from the old
school building into our new state of the
art school.
All the students, parents and staff who
have known Mrs. Connolly over years
attest to her care for the wellbeing of the

The Student Council has been very
active this year and has worked hard
to improve the school for the benefit
of all the students. Some of the things
they did included playing an active role
in improving the lunchtime canteen
menus; organising non-uniform days;

students and the school. Her door has
always been open to anyone in need of
help, support or guidance and she has
always given her all to ensure that the
girls in Dominican College enjoy their
time in the school and benefit as much as
possible from their education.
Special school assemblies were held to
celebrate Mrs. Connolly’s contribution to
the school. At these assemblies we were
entertained with music and Irish dance.
Mr. Kinsella spoke of Mrs. Connolly’s
deep knowledge of the students and her
wisdom. Head Girl Nicole Mannion
spoke of her approachability and the
respect each student has for her.
Mrs. Connolly will be sorely missed by
all in Dominican College but everyone
who has encountered her over the past 36

fund raising for a variety of charities;
running the library and working
to update the books in the library.
They have also worked with school
management to look at improving
seating around the school for the
students.

years has benefited from doing so and
generations of Taylor’s girls have fond
memories of all she has done for them.

