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All-Ireland Champions!

All-Ireland Champions!
Under 15 Soccer All-Ireland Champions

Under 20 Soccer All-Ireland
Champions for a Second Year in a Row
The Dominican College u20 soccer team are the All-Ireland
senior schools’ champions for a second year in a row! The girls
achieved this outstanding feat by beating Loreto Kilkenny in
the All-Ireland final on a wet and windy day last February. Just
as in the final last year, the girls did not take the easy route.
The match was drawn 2-2 at full time. Extra time did not see
any further goals so the match, as in the previous year, went to
penalties. In the end the steely nerves of the Taylor’s girls saw
them through and they won the penalty shoot-out 4-3.

The manner in which the girls won this difficult match against an
excellent Kilkenny side who had previously been u17 All-Ireland
champions, spoke volumes about their determination and desire to win.
The team’s success was celebrated by Galway Women’s FC
who made a special presentation to the team to recognise their
outstanding achievement.

1st Year Soccer
Connacht Champions &
All-Ireland Runners Up

Following the unprecedented success of the
senior and minor teams the 1st Year team
came ever so close to going all the way also.
In the school’s first ever foray into the
1st Year competition the girls secured the
Connacht title with a 2-1 victory over Ursuline Sligo. Days later, a
2-1 victory over the Ulster champions, Moville, paved the way for
yet another All-Ireland soccer final!
Having conceded a goal early in each half of the final against
Athlone Community College, the girls never gave up. Three of this
1st Year team - Aoife Lynagh, Meghen and Lilly Hengerer - had
already won senior and minor All-Ireland medals with the school
and their ability and experience came to the fore in an impressive
second half fight back. Lilly got one goal back and with time
running out Taylors piled on the pressure. Meghen had a shot that
looked destined for the top corner but it was blocked and went
over the bar. It finished 2-1 and Taylors were just edged out.

For the first time ever Taylor’s Hill won the All-Ireland Minor
Cup this year!

Led by their captain and back-to-back u20 All-Ireland winner, Claire
Conry, as well as four others who played a vital role in this year’s
senior success, the u15s had a phenomenal year. The team hardly
conceded a goal in the run in to the All-Ireland final, winning the
Connacht final 3-0 and the All-Ireland semi-final 2-0.
The final was a very tough game against the Leinster
Champions, Scoil Chriost Rí, Portlaoise. 1-1 at the end of full
time, the game was decided by an Aoife Lynagh free kick five
minutes from time. Cheered on by fantastic support in the
stands at Athlone Town FC, the Taylor’s girls lifted their second
All-Ireland trophy of 2015.

Soccer in Taylor’s

Overall, this year has been one that will never be
forgotten by the Dominican College soccer teams
and their loyal supporters. Although five players
will be completing their Leaving Certificate exams
this year the future has never been brighter for
soccer in the school as we seek to defend the many
trophies secured in 2015: three Connacht Cups; two
All-Ireland Cups; The Dominican Cup; Galway Futsal Cup
and Connacht Girls’ Soccer Team of the Year Trophy.
A number of our players have been selected for the Irish national
team. Aoife Lynagh and Meghen Hengerer in 1st Year have been
called up to the u15 Irish soccer team while Louise Creaven has
been called up for the u17 team.
Meanwhile Shauna Fox was presented with the Young Player of
the Year award by Galway Women’s FC.
The players are all looking forward to the resumption of
training with “super-coach”, John Power, in September. Bring on
the 2015/16 season!

Taylor’s 5k
Rainbow Run

One of the 5th Year LCVP
classes organised a 5k Rainbow
Run in aid of the Saving Grace
charity on 24th March 2015.
Despite the inclement weather the
run was a huge success with over
600 participants taking part. Each
year group wore their assigned
colour and
together all the year groups and the staff group created a rainbow
of colour which looked spectacular on the prom and created a
great sense of year group pride throughout the school.
There was a fantastic atmosphere on the day, with a great sense
of achievement among the students and staff. After completing
the run, all participants received water and fruit, kindly
sponsored by Galway Water and Total Produce. We also had
some spot prizes donated by PureFit and Elverys. The event
resulted in over €1000 being raised to fund treatment for Grace
Kenneally, who is suffering from Neuroblastoma, a rare and
aggressive children’s cancer. Well done to everyone involved and
thanks for all the support.

Vicki Wins Best Comedienne Award
Congratulations to 5th Year student Vicki Langan who
won the Best Comedienne Award at the Galway
University Musical Society Awards for her role as
Fergal in this year’s musical, Back to the 80’s. The
show was nominated for four awards in total:
Best Ensemble, Best Number ‘Glory of Love’ (Star
Wars Dream Sequence), Best Comedienne and Best
Costumes. Well done to everyone involved in the show.

Creative Engagement Art Project

This year’s 5th Year Art class took part in the Creative Engagement
Program set up by the NAPD (National Association for Principals
and Deputy Principals). The girls worked in collaboration with local
artist Andrea Rossi on the theme of “Community, Heritage and
Culture” to create a mural style painting.
Andrea is a Brazilian artist who works through the acrylic
medium in folk/naïve style depicting everyday country life in
Ireland. Over the weeks that she worked with the girls she
shared her talents, skills and experience with them to help draw
out the talent in each of the girls. The success of this approach
can be seen in the stunning work that they produced (see below).
The unveiling of the work took place at a special function on
Thursday 7th May when the girls presented the work to the school
in front of their peers, parents, teachers and other invited guests.
The project was part funded through the NAPD Creative
Engagement Programme which links students with local
artists who share their skills, knowledge and enthusiasm with
the students. The Creative Engagement Program strives to
encourage creativity, initiative and expression in students and to
complement curricular learning in the arts, heritage and culture.
The 5th Year artists
were: Tara Burke, Alison
Delaney, Aya El Naser,
Aoibheann Flanagan-Gill,
Ellen Glynn, Aoife HernonFitzgerald, Atchita Lekdee,
Emily Lohan, Agata
Orlowska, Kate McSharry,
Alexandra Mereuta &
Sophie Scroth.

Taylor’s Talents Show

This year, for the first time, a group of
2nd Year students along with Ms. SteedeDuffy, hosted the Taylor’s Talents Show.
This show was a display of the wide
range of talent in Dominican College
including singing (soloists, groups and
choir), dancing (Bollywood, Irish, ballet
and contemporary), gymnastics and
even martial arts! The evening was fantastically entertaining
and ably hosted by our compares Rachel Gaffney and Ciara
Kavanagh (aka Michael Phelman!). The backbone of the show
was Ms. Steede-Duffy’s Glee Club who have met and rehearsed
throughout the year.
The show was in aid of the Christina Noble Foundation
and class 2/3 organised the entire event. It was a fantastic
night’s entertainment and a fitting showcase for the variety
of talent in Taylor’s.

Get Healthy and Active Week

Get Healthy and Active week took place from the 23rd
to the 27th March and both the 1st Year and TY students
participated in a range of activities. The week began with the
TY students attending the Ducks to Water rowing event with
Ms Garrett. Later on that week they participated in Laser
Tag in the woods in Furbo as well as being involved in both a
Zumba and Pilates class in the PE Hall.
On the healthy eating front the 1st Year Music, Art and
Home Economics students participated in cookery classes
which resulted in the production of homemade brown bread
and vegetable soup.
A Rugby Blitz involving the 1st Year students had to
be cancelled unfortunately due to inclement weather.
However it did take place before we broke up for the
summer holidays and the TY students enjoyed having the
opportunity to show off the rugby coaching skills they
learned during the year!
The Dominican Cup soccer, basketball and hockey
tournaments also took place during Get Healthy and
Active Week. The hockey team were defeated in their final
and the basketball team got through to their semi-final
stage. Congratulations to the soccer team who successfully
defended their title and to the students who travelled to
Dublin to participate.
The week culminated in Edel Keaveney, a Consultant
Nutritionist speaking to all the 1st Year students on the
importance of eating a healthy breakfast. She also gave
the girls ideas in relation to suitable packed lunches. She
highlighted the foods that are particularly important for
teenage girls especially those which contain calcium and iron.
The Elverys Power Team also spoke to the students and
encouraged them to eat well while exercising and to remain
hydrated. The team then put the girls through their paces by
involving them in a high intensity interval training session!
One of the highlights of the week for all
involved was the schools participation
in the 5th year LCVP Rainbow Run
event organised to raise money for the
Saving Grace Fund. This event - and the
week as a whole - was a great occasion
for both staff and students and further
highlighted the link between keeping
healthy and having fun.

West of Ireland Debating Champion

Congratulations to 5th Year student Laura Murray who won the
West of Ireland Best Individual Debater title in NUIG recently.
A team consisting of Laura and Etornam Glavee represented
Dominican College in the Connacht final of the competition.
The girls were opposing the motion that “our voting system
should be amended to provide additional votes to citizens who
pass a relevant test”.
Laura also competed in the Trinity
College PhilSpeak Pro-Am Debating
Competition. This competition
paired school debaters from all
over Ireland with skilled third
level student debaters from Trinity
College. Laura performed excellently
on the day and reached the grand
final. This was a great achievement
as participants received motions only
fifteen minutes before each round and
speeches were fifteen minutes long.

Author Catherine Doyle
Speaks to 2nd Year
Students

Author of the teen fiction novel Vendetta
and Taylor’s past-pupil, Catherine Doyle,
visited the school to speak to the 2nd
Year students about her work as an author.

Catherine spoke of her childhood and how
important reading and writing were to her. She
told of the rush she got from seeing the words she had written
on a page move people to laugh or even quake with fear.
She encouraged the pupils to use their gifts to the best of their
ability, whether these talents were writing, singing, playing
sport or whatever else they may be. She advised everyone to
act on the drive and passion they felt for their talents - hers
being writing - and with work and determination they might
just see their book through a shop window or hear their song
on the radio.

Young Social
Innovators

As part of the Young Social
Innovators programme, the
Transition Year students
attended the regional Speak
Out in the Royal Theatre,
Castlebar and progressed
to the national exhibition
in City West, Dublin. This
year our teams explored
social issues relating to
mental health, gender & inequality, eating
disorders and the education system in Kolkata. Each group made
a presentation outlining their research, using song, story, visuals
and speeches. The girls’ work was highly commended.
The students hosted a special evening in the school for their
parents and other invited guests where they presented their work
to all those present.
A special Let Them Shine award was presented to Ms. O’ Boyle
who has been involved in facilitating the Young Social Innovator
programme for over 5 years. The pin she received was designed
by John Rocha and signifies youth, innovation and hope.

Christina
Noble Visit

On 23rd March Christina
Noble visited the school
and spoke to the 2nd
Year and Transition Year
students. Christina shared
her experience of growing
up in Dublin’s tenements
and then going to Vietnam
and Mongolia to provide
health care, education and love to
almost one million children. Her story, enthusiasm, passion and
big heart inspired all those who heard her speak in the school.
The Christina Noble Children’s Foundation is an international
partnership of people dedicated to serving children in
need of emergency and long-term medical care, nutritional
rehabilitation, educational opportunities, vocational training
and job placement, as well as children at risk of sexual and
economic exploitation. The Foundation seeks to maximize the
potential of each child.
Over 100 projects have been established by the Foundation
during the past 23 years providing vital health services,
education opportunities, and community support programmes
to thousands of vulnerable children and their families annually.
Christina came to Dominican College as she heard that class
2/3 along with some Transition Year students were organising
a Taylor’s Talents show to raise funds for her foundation.
During her talk she moved the girls with details of her life
and work, recited poetry and lead everyone in a rendition of
The Fields of Athenry!
Christina is a remarkable woman who has had a significant
impact on the lives of thousands if not millions of people.

TY Barcelona Trip

43 Transition Year students travelled to Barcelona at the end
of March for their TY tour. After an early flight from Dublin
the group was taken straight into Barcelona city centre for
a walking tour where they saw many of Barcelona’s most
famous sights. From there they went to visit the Catalonian
Museum of Art. The next three days were similarly action
packed. They included a day in Porteventura Theme Park,
visits to Monserrat and the Nou Camp to name a few of the
activities. Of course they also had an opportunity to check
out the local shops! The evenings were equally action packed
with bowling, discos and even a Flamenco class.
A great time was had by all and 43 very tired girls arrived
home early on the Sunday morning of the Easter holidays.
Many thanks to all the teachers who helped by organising
and accompanying the girls on the trip.
By Roisin Egan, Rebecca Finn and Eva O’Callaghan.

Drop
Everything
And Read

The Drop Everything
And Read (DEAR)
program with the 2nd
Year students was
a great success. The
students were given the
opportunity to bring
in any book of their
choice and were given
time to read in class
each week. The purpose
of this was to further
enhance and promote
literacy within the
school and to encourage
the girls to read for fun.
Feedback from the girls indicated that they thoroughly
enjoyed the initiative and many said that they developed a
new love of reading. At the end of the year the girls came
together and many brought in the books they had read since
the initiative began in January.

Green Schools

The Green School Committee had a very good year. They
worked hard throughout the year to foster awareness in
the school about the environment and our responsibility
towards it.
In September, the Committee had a guest speaker, Eoin
Morton from ‘Neat Streets’, in to speak about the steps
involved in obtaining the Green Flag for our school.
As a result of this talk, we now have green bins placed
throughout the school, with clear labelling above the bins
as to what goes into them. Students are becoming more
aware of the correct use of these bins.
Members of the Green School Committee attended a
meeting in Dublin in October. They met students from
other schools who were also working towards the Green
Flag. At this meeting, the students gained inspiration and
encouragement to work towards obtaining the Flag.
The Committee organised a ‘Mad Hatter’ Competition,
which was held on Friday, 20th March. The aim of this
competition was to highlight the concept of recycling and
re-using materials and also encouraging people to be aware
of what can be done to protect our environment by means
of recycling. All year groups were invited to participate and
it was a great success. It was obvious that the participating
students put a lot of creativity and work into their hats. All
the hats were made from recycled materials.
To celebrate the end of the year and to thank the
Committee for their dedicated work, we had a little party
on Monday 11th May. We all look forward to building on
this work next year, le cúnamh Dé.

Taylor’s Past Pupils

We are currently in the process of creating
a database of past pupils of Dominican
College. If you are an alumna please register
on our school website at www.taylorshill.ie
(under The School -> People -> Alumni).

Coicís na Gaeilge

Coicís na Gaeilge was celebrated in the school this year from
2nd March – 16th March. The spirit of Coicís na Gaeilge
came alive very much during this fortnight.
Each day, a teacher or student shared a reflection for that
particular day over the tannoy system, and called out a
different seanfhocal. At the end of the fortnight, the Irish
teachers collected the list of seanfhocail from those students
who participated in collecting this list and entered the
students into a draw.
There were two top prizes of vouchers for Easons – one
for Junior Cycle and the other for Senior Cycle students.
Easter eggs were also awarded to 12 runner-up students.
On Friday, 13th March, Mr. Ó’Griallais, helped by the
4/3 class, organised a table quiz for all 2nd Year students
in Rosary Hall. This quiz was a great success and was
enjoyed by everybody who was involved.

Also during Coicís na Gaeilge, all 5th Year students went to An
Taibhdhearc to see seven short films as Gaeilge. This was also a
great success and was enjoyed by all.
A very enjoyable fortnight was had by everyone involved, with
both students and teachers doing their best to speak whatever
Irish they had as often as they could.

Public Access
to Law
Competition
A team of Transition
Year students took
part in the Mock
Trial Competition in
the Central Criminal
Courts of Justice in
Dublin on Saturday
25th April.

The competition consisted of two legal
cases prepared in advance and argued
against other schools on the day of the
competition. The two cases this year were
“The People (at the suit of the D.P.P.) Vs
Ruby Cheval” and “The People (at the suit
of the D.P.P.) Vs Ali Lawless”. The team
comprised of barristers, solicitors, witnesses,
tip staff/court registrar, photographers and sketch artists.
On the day Elena Donnellan from class 4/3 won first prize in the
artist’s category.

2nd Year CSPE
Trip to the
Oireachtas

In mid-April, class 2/2
and their CSPE teacher,
Dr. Lyons were given
a tour of the Dail
Eireann and the Seanad
by Senator Hildergard
Naughton. It was a most
informative and enjoyable
tour for the girls.

