Dominican College
Taylor’s Hill

Winter Newsletter 2015

Message from
Our Head Girl
As Head Girl I would like to
welcome you to our Winter 2015
newsletter. It was a great honour and
privilege for me to be selected as Head
Girl by my peers to represent both the student body and the
school itself. The past six years I have spent in Taylor’s have
been truly enjoyable and it’s safe to say that most of my happiest
memories have originated here at school so I am especially
pleased to be able to serve as Head Girl. I find it hard to believe
that my time in the school is coming to an end but I’m going to
really miss this school and most of all the people in it.
By Micaela Forde

Clare to
Perform at
Carnegie Hall
& Áras an
Uachtaráin

Congratulations to TY
student Clare Quinn who
was recently selected
as one of the 2015
winners of the American Protege International Music Talent
Competition and will perform in Carnegie Hall, New York, on
Easter Sunday 2016. Not only was Clare selected as one of the
winners but she was also presented with the Judges’ Distinction
Award in this very prestigious competition.
Clare was also invited by President Michael D. Higgins to sing
at the turning on of the Christmas lights in Áras an Uachtaráin.

School App

Dominican College recently launched its new smartphone app
for iPhone and Android. The school developed the app as a
means of improving communication with students, parents and
staff. We would strongly encourage all students and parents to
download the free app as this will be the principal means that
the school will use for ongoing communication.
The app contains useful information about the school, latest
news, push notifications, revision quizzes, past paper questions,
and much more.
To download the app simply search for Dominican College
Taylor’s in the app store and download it onto your phone.

BT Young Scientist

Congratulations to the 5 girls

representing Taylors at the BT
Young Scientist Exhibition in the
RDS from 6th – 9th January. The three projects are:
• Transgenerational Memory of Exposure to Environmental
Stress by Epigenetic Inheritance in Daphnia Pulex by Dana
Frank (3rd Year).
• The Unseen Hazard of Diving Narcosis by Elisa Sanchis and
Orla O’Regan (2nd Year).
• The effect of Bisphenol A on Drosophila Melanogaster by
Amy Keaney and Mairead Bell (3rd Year).
We wish the girls every success.

Student Council 2015-16

Back Row: Siobhan Beatty, Ciara Grealish, Maeve Hurson,
Nora Christians, Laura Murray, Tara Burke, Melissa
Wiazowska. Front Row: Aisling Meehan, Caoimhe Kelly, Elisha
Sanchis Arderivs. (Beth Moloney absent from the photograph.)

Science Week

As part of the Galway
Science and Technology
Festival, Scientific
Sue (Sue McGrath)
performed three shows
for all the 1st, 2nd and
3rd Year students on the
topic of The Science of
Dragons.
During the show Sue
spoke about gases and
their density which
makes them either float
upward or sink to the floor and she explained how enzymes in
saliva initiate digestion. Sue explained that the manner in which
dragons might have (had they existed!!) managed to breathe
fire is all based on their digestion. She showed the girls how this
worked by using a flask to mimic a stomach and adding caustic
soda and metal to generate hydrogen gas. This bubbled up
through a funnel full of washing up liquid and was then trapped.
The bubbles of gas were lit, burning off in a dramatic flash.

Computer Coding Clubs

This year saw the start of two computer coding
clubs in the school – one for those who are new to
computer programming and one for those students
who already have some experience with coding.
The first group is now using Scratch to teach the
girls the fundamentals of computer programming
in a fun and interactive way. The second club has
the girls learning how to code using JavaScript.
A special well-done needs to be paid to the 4
girls who took part in the Google Call-to-Code
competition –Maezza Brathwaite (3rd Yr) Tara
Burke (6th Yr), Yvonne Egan (1st Yr) and Ciara
O’Neill (6th Yr). All four were ranked highly in
this national competition with
Yvonne Egan being one of only
20 junior students to progress to
the national final in the Google
offices, Dublin.

Sue also demonstrated wing-shape and flight, and how an
aerofoil works to enable flight - either for planes or dragons!
1st Year students also took part in a Neuroscience Workshop
facilitated by NUI Galway during which they examined
brainwaves and memory skills.
Three teams of 6th Year students competed in the ISTA Senior
Science Quiz in GMIT on Thursday 12th November while
Transition Year students visited the Marine Institute in Oranmore.

Annie: The Musical

This year’s 5th Year musical will be
the much loved Annie.
This show tells the story of orphan
Annie who ends up in the lap of luxury with Depression-era
billionaire Oliver Warbucks. Unlike most of the other children
at Miss Hannigan’s orphanage, Annie believes that her parents
are still alive and will one day return to claim her. So when Mr.
Warbucks offers to adopt her, she asks the most powerful man
in America to help find her real mom and dad instead, and he
agrees. Warbucks’ whopping reward for Annie’s parents attracts
the attention of con artists Rooster, Lily and the wicked Miss
Hannigan, who hatch a plot to kidnap Annie and take the
$50,000 reward. But don’t fret! This classic family musical has
a happy ending for Annie, Daddy Warbucks and the whole gang.
The show will run from Thursday 28th-Sunday 31st January 2016.
Tickets must be purchased in advance from the school office.

TY Christmas Fair

The Transition Year Christmas Fair took place on Wednesday
18th November. The girls worked in teams to provide a wide
range of festive fare for the students and staff in the school.

Class 2/1 Help the
Galway Homeless Christmas Appeal

The girls of class 2/1, along with their teacher Ms. O’Boyle, set
themselves the task of supporting the homeless in Galway by
collecting as many basic essentials as possible and donating them
to the Galway Homeless Christmas Appeal.
Using the donations from students throughout the school and
the proceeds from a cake sale, the girls put together almost 50
boxes containing hats, scarves, gloves, tooth brushes, toothpaste,
soap, shower gels, sweets, books, notebooks, pens, pencils,
shampoo, deodorant, socks, Christmas cards, tissues, hair ties
and face cloths.
The girls in 2/1 would like say a special ‘Thank You’ to: the
Taylor’s students for their contributions; their parents and
teachers; Knocknacarra Florists; Premoli; Hanagans; Foot
Locker; Lifestyle Sports and Greens for the shoe boxes; Holistic
Rainbow Clinic; and finally The Simon Community and Cope
for the opportunity to undertake this worthwhile project.

Class 2/3 Visit Cancer Care West

As part of their CSPE action project class 2/3 visited the two local
centres being run by Cancer Care West. The objective was to see at
first hand the great work being carried out to help people diagnosed
with cancer. The class was accompanied by their teachers Dr.
Lyons and Ms. Mc Walters. Some weeks earlier a representative
from Cancer Care West visited the school and gave a talk to the
class about the work being carried out by the organisation and the
supports provided to cancer sufferers. The girls found both the talk
and the visit to be very informative and interesting.

Gaeilge 24 Hour
Challenge

Congratulations to all
the students who took
part in Gaeilge 24 ‘Speak
Irish for a Day’ challenge
on Tuesday 10th
November. The event was sponsored by Conradh
Na Gaeilge,which supports the promotion of Irish throughout
Ireland. Students and teachers got into the spirit of the event
immediately and they very proudly wore their t- shirts,wrist
bands and stickers. The message of the day was “má tá beagán
Gaeilge agat,labhair í agus beatha teanga í a labhairt”. A very
successful and fun day was had by all involved.

Friendship & Anti-Bullying Week

Various activities and events were planned to mark this
important week in our school this term. Very creative and
thought-provoking posters were prepared some weeks earlier
and displayed on noticeboards and corridors around the school.
The chosen theme of ‘Be a Buddy Not a Bully!’ was well
represented on the poster display.
Two Gardaí visited the school and spoke to the girls on the serious
issue of cyber bullying and the legal implications associated with it.
A representative from Humour Fit Drama gave a lively
presentation on bullying to all 1st, 5th and Transition Year
students on peer-pressure and bullying. Both sessions were
one and a half hours duration and the girls said that they both
enjoyed them and learned a lot from them.
The week concluded with a ‘Random Act of Kindness’ day. This
encouraged the promotion of friendship through random acts
of kindness. Boxes were placed around the school in which
nominations for prizes could be included for consideration.
Overall the feedback was very positive and the general consensus
was that the week was both informative and worthwhile.
A special word of thanks is due to everyone who contributed in
any way to its success.

BIN IT! Roadshow

The BIN IT! Roadshow arrived in Taylor’s on Tuesday 24th
November. The visit was organised by the Green Schools
Committee who are working hard to make the school litter free
and environmentally friendly.
The BIN IT! Roadshow is an award winning educational
roadshow designed to tackle the impact of unnecessary littering
and it helps students to understand why it is so important to
take personal responsibility for correct litter disposal. The team
put on a highly entertaining and informative show which was
enjoyed by all the 1st Year students. The BIN IT! team were
full of praise for the manner in which the girls got involved and
participated in the event.
The Green Schools Committee also recently organised a visit
from Eoin Morton of An Taisce who spoke to all 1st & 2nd
Year students about recycling and environmental awareness.

Drop Everything And Read

We are now in our second year of the D.E.A.R. programme
at Dominican College, just one of the many literacy initiatives
were are undertaking in the school. D.E.A.R. stands for Drop
Everything and Read, with the goal of the programme being to
encourage students to read for pleasure and to make reading
a regular part of their daily routine, either on their own or
together with their classmates, family or friends. Each reading
session lasts approximately twenty minutes, during which
students are given the freedom to choose their own reading
material and share what they have read with their teachers and
classmates. Some of our 1st Year students engaged in a book
speed-dating activity, where they each reviewed
their book to a number of
partners.

New 5th Year Senior Prefects

Amy O’Reilly, Eilish O’Malley, Nora Christians, Ciara Thomas,
Jessica Cox, Holly Keating, Aisling Dempsey, Emer Alone,
Helena Hughes, Molly Davies, Orna Curran, Lauren Byrne, Elle
O’Flaherty, Katie McKenna, Lauryn Moloney, Maureen Burke,
Nicky Anderson. (Eve Sheridan absent from the photograph).

Feedback has been extremely
positive, with many girls
reporting that their interest in
reading for pleasure has grown
significantly since they began
participating in the programme.

Galway Bay FM Sports
Award Nomination
2015
Congratulations to Aoife
Shorten who has achieved
remarkable success in
being nominated by the
Galway Swimming Club
for the Galway Bay FM
Sports Awards 2015.

Dominican Youth Forum

On Thursday 26th November, a group of six 5th Year prefects
attended the Dominican Youth Forum at Mary Bellew House,
Dominican Campus, Cabra, Dublin. This has become an annual
event for Dominican schools and was a great opportunity for
our girls to learn more about the school’s identity and ethos. The
day began with an introduction to the history of Saint Dominic
and the Dominican Order within Ireland. In keeping with this
year’s theme of sustainable development, students and teachers
were then divided into workshops to discuss various ways in
which we can help to reduce the impact that climate change
is having on our fragile earth. The day closed with a liturgy
which included performance, music and reflections by pupils.
Sincere thanks to Sr. Kathleen Fitzsimons, Sr. Collette Kane and
the Dominican Sisters of Cabra for organising this wonderful
event. Our pupils thoroughly enjoyed learning more about the
Dominican heritage and meeting their sister schools.

Aoife is a member of
the Galway Swimming
Club and she has just
completed her most
successful year to date. Aoife
has represented Ireland at the
Sainsbury’s School Games in Manchester
and won 8 medals (3 Gold, 3 Silver, 2 Bronze and a National
Title) at the Irish Age-Group Championships last July.
Aoife’s focus for the coming season is to achieve the qualifying
time to represent Ireland at the European Swimming
Championships to be held in London in May 2016.

Debating

Well done to our debaters Laura Murray, Etornam Glavee,
Justine Davey and Aoife Burke who each progressed to the next
round of the West of Ireland Debating Championship following
their recent success arguing in favour of the proposal that The
Department of Education Should Set Up Exclusive Schools for
LGBT Students.

Taylor’s
Girls
on the
Connacht
Soccer
Team

Once again
Dominican
College was very well represented in the U15 Soccer Inter-Pros
held recently in Dublin.
Aoife Lynagh captained the Connaught team and was joined by
Lucia Lobato, Lilly Hengerer and Meghan Hengerer. All players
played a major part in securing second place in the tournament.
Congratulations and well done to all the girls.

Rowing

Fifteen students from Dominican College recently took part in a
Get Going, Get Rowing event in Trinity College, Dublin on 13th
November. Four TY students, Beth Molony, Aoife O’ Grady,
Sophie Melinn Conboy and Jessie Pereira undertook a coaching
course with Rowing Ireland in NUIG and they trained the girls
over 4 weeks for the competition. Each of the 3 teams performed
very well and enjoyed a tour of the university afterwards. They
even featured on News2day on RTE!

U16 Regional Basketball Champions

Congratulations to our U16 Basketball team (and their coaches
Ms. McLoughlin and Mr. O’Neill) who won their regional
final against Gort Community School by 47-31. Along the way
the girls beat St. Paul’s Oughterard, Gort Community School
(again!) and Coláiste Chroí Mhuire, Spiddal.
The girls will now progress to the All-Ireland play-offs in
January.

Hockey Update

Andrew Kinsella has taken over as head coach of our U16 and
senior groups. Andrew plays with the Galway Men’s Hockey
Club and also coaches the senior teams in Greenfields Hockey
Club. We are delighted to have Andrew on board. We are
currently in the process of rebuilding our senior team after
losing a lot of players at the end of last year. The current group
shows great promise and will definitely be a force to be reckoned
with in the coming years.
Congratulations to the following girls who represented the
school on the U16 and U18 Connacht teams: U16 - Grace Dill,
Meghen Hengerer and Lilly Hengerer; U18- Kelsey Hengerer.
Further congratulations are due to Kelsey and Meghen who have
trials for Ireland in their respective age groups.

