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Message from Our Head Girl

As Head Girl I would like to welcome you to our Winter 2018 newsletter. It was a
great honour and privilege for me to be selected as Head Girl by my teachers and
peers to represent both the student body and the school itself and I look forward
to the year ahead. My time in Taylor’s has been thoroughly enjoyable thus far and
having spent the past 6 years in the school, it’s safe to say that some of my fondest
memories have originated here and so I am especially pleased to be able to serve
as Head Girl. I find it hard to believe that my time in Taylor’s is coming to an
end and I’m going to really miss the school and all of the wonderful people in it.
I would just like to say how lucky I feel to be a part of such a wonderful school
community and I feel very proud to call myself a Taylor’s girl.
By Sarah Hynes
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Galway Futsol Champions

The 1st Year Futsol team were crowned Galway champions
following their victories at the championship in NUIG in
October. The team progressed to the Connacht finals which took
place in Sligo and were unfortunate to be narrowly beaten to the
Connacht title after winning 3 matches and losing one.
The team members were: Daisy O’Connell, Ava Murphy, Kaelah
Tobin, Yayra
Tossenou, Su’ad
Binuyo, Kayce
King Flanagan,
Leanne Regan,
Joyce Achieng,
Leah O’Connor,
Lauren
O’Donnell, Rosie
Dolan and Ava
Woods.

85% Third
Level Progression

Following their Leaving Certificate achievements,
the class of 2018 have moved on to the next stage
of their lives. 85% of our students progressed to
third level, the majority of students going to NUI
Galway, with others going to GMIT, University of
Limerick, Trinity College Dublin and DIT amongst
others in Ireland while some decided to study
abroad, in US, UK and the Netherlands. Other
students from the 2018 cohort have undertaken
PLC courses, taken a gap-year or gone on to
employment. We wish them every success and
happiness on whichever path they choose.

Dominican Youth Forum

On Friday the 30th November, a group of 5th Year prefects
were fortunate to attend ‘The Dominican Youth Forum’ in
Dublin with Ms. O’Connell. This is annual meeting of student
representatives from each of the Dominican secondary schools
on the island of Ireland, north and south.
We had a lovely journey on Tom’s bus up to St. Dominic’s
College, Cabra where our thoughts regarding the Dominican
ethos were further enriched through prayers, activities and guest
speakers. We were captivated by the story of an asylum speaker
named Ellie who gave us an insight into the struggles faced
by others every day. We completed a workshop with Trócaire
which gave us the opportunity to interact with students from
other Dominican schools around Ireland while expressing our
thoughts regarding current affairs. We discussed the importance
of our lifelong values as Dominican students and how each of us
has the potential to influence positive change in our world. We
thoroughly enjoyed the experience for a plethora of reasons and
have gained much inspiration and food for thought as a result.
By Ailbhe O’Grady-Corcoran, Kelly Shacklady, Abbie Healy
and Siobhan Matshazi.    

Poetry Aloud

Well done to 2nd Year student Maire Geraghty, who
progressed from the regional heats of the Poetry Aloud
competition to the national semi-finals which were
held in the National Library of Ireland, Dublin. Marie
performed exceptionally well in the competition.
Poetry Aloud is an annual poetry speaking competition
open to all post-primary students on the island of Ireland.
It is organised by Poetry Ireland and the National Library
of Ireland in partnership with University College Cork.

Maths and Science Weeks in
Dominican College

This year’s annual Maths and Science weeks were busy
affairs with a lot of activities organised for and by the
girls. Students enjoyed engaging in poster and puzzle
activities during Maths week which helped them improve
their spatial and reasoning skills which are important in
all areas of STEM. The Transition Year students organised
their annual Maths Fair as part of Maths Week in the
school. All 1st Years took part in the various Maths events
including puzzles and a Maths treasure hunt around the
school. Senior students had an opportunity to take part in the
PRISM Maths Competition, a problem solving competition
with questions set by the Maths Department in NUI Galway.
Well done to Grainne Corcoran in 5th Year who was the
overall winner in the school.

Aaliyah Clohessy and Ava McGahon in 3rd Year were invited
to the launch of the Galway Science and Technology Festival
in Medtronic to give a presentation about the app that they
developed as part of their Young Scientist/SciFest project
last year. Their class (3/4) also got to attend this event which
included a demonstration of work carried out in Medtronic
and meeting Dr. Michel Dugon (the Bug Doctor) and his snake,
tarantula and scorpion! Ava and Aaliyah were subsequently
invited to take part in the Galway Science and Technology
Festival main event in NUI Galway on Sunday November
25th. They demonstrated their app to many members of the
public and were awarded the prize for the school with the
best Technology/Maths project. Their app (ReWire) promotes
students disengaging from their phones and is available to
download from the Google Play Store.

Swimming
Team Wins
Silver in
Connacht
Schools’ Gala

Well done to all 9
girls who represented
Dominican College in
the Connacht Schools’
Swimming Gala.
Teodora Cugalj, Sarah Harnett,
Aimee Kelly, Bernadette Kenny, Naoise O’Donnell, Rebekah
Liptrot, Oliwia Roclawska, Sophie Sultanov and Anna Murphy
proudly represented the school in the competition with super
individual swims and very exciting relay races.
Aimee won two
silver medals in her
individual swims
and will go on to
represent the school
and Connacht in the
Schools’ Interpros next
year. The girls’ relay
team won silver medals
in the 200m freestyle
and the 200m medley relays which ensures them a place in the
2019 Irish Schools’ Relay Finals.

Ms. Majella McWalters R.I.P.
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Also as part of Science Week, all 3rd Year students took part
in a workshop organised by the School Observatory from
Liverpool’s John Moore’s University to study the universe and
learn about accessing the Liverpool telescope.

Some of the TY students attended a code workshop in the
Insight Centre in NUI Galway run by Dr. James Grime where
they also had an opportunity to see a real Enigma Machine from
World War II which was used to encode German messages.
All Junior Students (1st to 3rd Year) attended a talk by James
Soper on Your Big Beautiful Biased Brain. This presentation
took the girls through the wonder of the human brain and
explained to them that while we take our brains for granted,
they are the most amazing machines in the universe. Brains
do incredible things, but they also take short-cuts that mean
sometimes what you see, hear and feel is very different to the
actual world around you. He also spoke to the girls about
the latest in brain imaging and research. Thanks to James for
a really enjoyable, informative, interesting and stimulating
presentation.
The 6th Years took part in the annual ISTA Senior Science
Quiz in GMIT on Thursday November 15th. Three teams took
part, answering a range of questions on Biology, Chemistry,
Physics and General Science.

Cyber Bullying & Internet Safety Talk
Jeremy Pagden, author of Internet Safety: Considerations for
keeping you and your family safe while using the internet,
visited the school on 13th November 2018 and gave a
presentation on cyber bullying and internet safety to Transition
Year and LCVP classes. His presentation provided the girls
with guidance in relation to ensuring their own safety in the
online world and appropriate online behaviour. Jeremy will be
returning in January to deliver his presentation to some of the
other year groups.

The month of October brought
a great sadness to our school
community as we lost a very
special member of staff, Ms.
Majella McWalters. Ms.
McWalters joined Dominican
College in 2003 and put her
heart and soul into teaching
Irish, English and her beloved
ToastMasters. She was a gifted
teacher with the ability to not only
inspire her students, but to also
bring out the best in them. Her
impact on her charges was well
articulated by our 6th Year Prefects
who wrote the following about her:

It was always clear that teaching was not just a job for Ms.
McWalters, it was a passion, and that shone through in
everything she did. Ms. McWalters was not only an English and
Irish teacher, she also taught us about life and shared with us her
wisdom so generously. Every student she taught had a special
connection with her. She was so proud of all of her classes and
was so excited when she could show them off to other teachers.
As well as this, Ms. McWalters was an avid member of the
Toastmasters community and led a ToastMasters group in the
school. The confidence and self-belief she instilled in all her
students is something that will stay with us for the rest of our lives.
No matter what stress or pressure you were feeling, Ms.
McWalters always managed to cheer you up, whether it was a
smiley face at the end of your work or her infamous Christmas
glasses being debuted in October. The hilarious anecdotes she
shared could fill hours and we still reference them to this day.
Ms. McWalters was the epitome of school spirit and she brought
so much life to the school community. It’s safe to say that this
amazing woman’s legacy will forever live on in Taylor’s and in
each and every one of her students.
“Ní bheidh a leithéid ann arís.”

Mrs. Eilish Keaveney R.I.P.
Mrs. Eilis Keaveney first
joined our staff in 1984 and
was appointed Principal of
Dominican College in 2003.

Taylor’s Students Selected for
National & Connacht Squads

Camogie: Congratulations to Niamh McPeake in Transition
Year who was called up for the Connacht Interprovincial Senior
Camogie squad. The team were narrowly beaten in the final
to a strong Munster team. Niamh has had great success on the
pitch for her club Liam Mellows and has been instrumental
in her involvement with the Galway u16 team, the All-Ireland
champions for two consecutive years. She also recently won a
Club All-Star award in Galway.

Her recent untimely death,
so soon after her retirement,
brought a wave of sadness
to our school community,
coupled with the need
to remember all that she
meant to us.
Some of our current staff
members remember her as
their inspirational
Chemistry, Maths and Science
teacher. A memory one of them had was of Eilish arranging
for an extra-long test for her first year Science pupils,
in order to ensure that they had ample time to exhibit
their great knowledge of her subject. She supervised the
examination herself. A passionate practitioner, she never
failed to put ‘her girls’ first, whatever the cost to her
personally. She thoroughly enjoyed teaching Chemistry at
Senior Cycle and regularly discussed the most successful
approach to teaching particular formulae on the corridors
of Taylor’s. She expected nothing but the best from her
students and herself and her pupils loved and appreciated
her for that.
Her decision to take over the reins of running the school
from Sr. Joan meant that she left the classroom, something
she always missed. She did, however, take any opportunity
she could to teach her beloved subjects if
any of her colleagues were absent. Our girls
made sure that she always saw the very best
they had to offer and she always left the
classroom invigorated and smiling.

Hockey: Well done to the four Taylors’ girls who played on the
u16 and u18 Connacht hockey teams in the inter-provincial
championship recently. The girls were Jackie Anderson (u16 Captain), Aoibhin McDonnell (u16), Alison Hennessy (u19) &
Julieanne Langan (u19).
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Becoming Principal meant that she had the
unenviable task of overseeing the building
of Dominican College as we know it
today. Despite the enormity of the job,
she remained undaunted throughout the
process, always aiming for the ultimate
goal – providing what was best for our
pupils. Eilish took on the role of being
the first lay Principal of Taylor’s with
enthusiasm. It was a burden she carried
with integrity and decency. She held the development of
the whole child at the centre of all that she did, in true
Dominican tradition. She had an enviable work ethic and
was selfless in her willingness to give of her time and effort
for the benefit of our girls. She placed the needs of the
school community ahead of herself and was known to really
only do official paperwork after the school day was over – a
huge personal sacrifice.
She prided herself on knowing every girl in the school by
name. She was aware of every 6th Year student’s ambitions
for the future. Indeed, on Leaving Certificate results days,
she would calculate every girl’s points and be able to discuss
their next steps with them. She provided discreet support
when it was needed and challenged every child to be her
very best self. She remembered past pupils instantly and
took genuine pride in all their successes, following their
progress in life with enthusiasm and interest. She has left
behind a very fine legacy for which we are all most grateful.
Eilish was a woman of great faith who trusted the Lord
with all her heart. We now trust that she is enjoying her just
reward in Heaven. May she rest in peace.

Soccer: Well done to 6th Year student Lucia Lobato
who was selected to join the Irish u19 soccer squad
that travelled to Lithuania at the end of September
and Italy in January for international tournaments.

Camogie Team Through to
Connacht Semi-Final

The Dominican College Senior Camogie Team are
currently experiencing success. They are through to
the Connacht schools’ senior semi-final which will take
place in January. The senior team is made up of players
from all year groups and has had the largest cohort
of 1st Year students participating since camogie began in the
school. This bodes well for the future and we wish them all the
best in their years in Taylors’.

Student Council Update

Our Student Council has been working hard this year and have
undertaken a number of projects. Here is a list of some of the
things they have done and will be working on this year:
1. Organised for senior students to get ID cards in the New Year.
2. Carried out a canteen survey among junior students and has
plans to meet with the canteen suppliers to discuss possible
new options for the menu.
3. Made suggestions for freeing up locker space for the students.
4. Worked on school policies with Ms. Byrnes.
5. Organised a Christmas jumper day in conjunction with CSPE
students.
6. Running the lunchtime club with the 6th Year prefects.

TY Update

Since beginning TY, we have had many different experiences
and opportunities. We started the year off by going on a
three-day camping trip to Achill. Due to cold weather, flooded
tents and lack of phone service we had no choice but to bond
as a year group and make new friends. Looking back, we see
that this memorable trip was a great way to get to know each
other and feel comfortable with the people we would spend
the rest of the year with.
As part of our TY science module we went to The Farmyard
in Co. Clare to get a hands on experience of life on a farm.
This day was spent churning butter and chasing sheep but
will be remembered because of the “lovely smell’’.
We have also had the chance to take part in many different
workshops. These included computer coding, internet safety,
hairdressing, a career with STEM and a French singing
workshop. A select few also went to an enterprise fair in the
Ardilaun Hotel and visited an art gallery on Dominick Street
as part of Galway 2020.
As part of our Career Guidance class and World of Work
class we investigated careers we have an interest in, produced
appropriate CVs and were formally interviewed for those
positions. This gave us great practice for life after school.
On a less stressful note, Zumba was also something we
participated in. The French classes also went to the Palas
cinema to watch a French film; the subtitles were definitely
appreciated!
As part of our Maths course we carried on the tradition of
holding the TY Maths Fair for the 1st Year students. This
was the first event we organized ourselves and it was a great
success.

Senior Cycle Physical Education
Framework

Dominican College has been selected as a pilot school
for the new Senior Cycle Physical Education (SCPE)
Framework. SCPE is designed to encourage learners’ active
participation in physical education irrespective of their
level of ability or commitment to physical activity. In SCPE,
specific physical activities are not the primary focus when
planning for teaching and learning. Rather they provide the
medium through which students learn in Physical Education.
Teachers negotiate with students what activities are included
so that learning in class is meaningful and of interest. The
framework is structured around six curriculum models.
Curriculum models are theme based and reflect a specific
philosophy about what is most important in Physical
Education.
5/5 is the current pilot class and PE has been delivered
to this group using the new models-based approach since
September. To date the group has experienced of the Sports
Education model. The essential elements of this are; seasons,
affiliation, formal competition, record keeping, culminating
event and festivity. The girls have experienced both tennis
and badminton through this model and have undertaken
both playing and non-playing roles. The girls also organised
a tennis blitz which began with a parade of all teams with
some exceptional play and leadership being recognised at
the end of the blitz! We introduce the next model in January,
Teaching Personal and Social Responsibility Through Sport.
In this we will explore invasion games.
It is a very exciting time for us here at Dominican College
and we are delighted to have an active part in this pilot
project. We have also introduced the new PE short course
at junior cycle this year.

PROOF

An important part of TY is helping out in our community.
This is undertaken as part of the Young Social Innovators
(YSI) course. So far YSI has organized a movie day, a disco
for the 1st Years and positive messages and compliments
were put in students’ lockers. Many of us also volunteered to
work with autistic children from Galway Educate Together
National School and assist them with their swimming lessons
on a weekly basis. We find this very rewarding and it is
something we hope to continue throughout the year.

A highlight for many students was work experience. While
some opportunities such as a midwifery course in the hospital
and a week in the army were available to us through the
school, most students had to find work experience themselves.
Here our interview skills came into play with people getting
an experience of working life in places such as primary
schools, vets surgeries, GMIT, Youth Work Ireland, IT
companies, Dáil Eireann, shops, solicitor’s offices and many
other work environments.
Just before Christmas we held our annual TY Christmas Fair.
This was part of our enterprise class as we set up our own
mini companies and established our own businesses. The fair
was held in Rosary Hall and was open for students to buy
everything from Christmas decorations to soap and of course
baked goods. The aim of this was to fund our final enterprise
project in May 2019 which we hope will be as big a success.
So far TY has been a great experience and we are looking
forward to having many more of these great opportunities in
the year to come.
Emer O’Connell & Rosa O’Connor

Win a Holiday in Spain!

The Board of Management hopes to carry out a renovation
of Rosary Hall over the coming months. The school has been
awarded some funding from the Department of Education
& Skills to assist with this project but we will need to add
additional funds to renovate the hall to the standard we would
like. To assist with this, the Parents’ Council will run a raffle
for a one-week stay for two adults at the Hotel EntremaresBalneario Marino, Spain. This is a 4-star hotel and the
accommodation is on a full-board basis for any time between
20th June 2019 and 20th July 2019. This prize does not include
flights or transfers but it does include a €100 voucher for flights.
We hope that all parents and supporters of the school will
buy tickets for this great prize so that we can raise as much as
possible for the Rosary Hall renovation project.
The school would like to express its gratitude to the parent who
organised this fabulous prize.

